Apocalyptic Smorgasbord 

Thanks a million for your wonderful "Sealing Our Fate" issue (November 20, 1989). It's 
all there, a veritable apocalyptic smorgasbord: acid rain, greenhouse effect, ozone depletion, 
deforestation, overpopulation, auto emissions. Scan the doomsday menu for the disaster of your 
choice! 

Having failed to seduce us into becoming willing slaves in their "socialist workers' 
paradise," our socialist incubus now hopes to frighten us into abandoning our freedom and our 
national sovereignty in order to subject ourselves to some monstrous global bureaucracy which 
will govern through dictatorial ecological edicts for the "preservation of life on earth." 

I am supremely confident that the Creator of the universe is quite capable of preserving 
the life He put on this planet without any human assistance whatever. Therefore, I think earth's 
inhabitants should beware of delivering themselves into the hands of selfanointed "saviors" and 
"friends" of the earth. Our fate under their autocratic rule could be infinitely worse than any of 
the several pseudo-scientific disasters with which they so ominously threaten us. 

HERMAN M. CROWDER, DDS 
Memphis, Tennessee 


Points for Birch-Bashing 
In Alexei Michel Marcoux's letter of apology for William F. Buckley Jr. and criticism of 
John F. McManus's September 25th "Counterfeit Conservatives," Mr. Marcoux says: "Few if any 
liberals view The John Birch Society as a serious threat to their agenda; one must seriously doubt 
that liberals give brownie points for repudiation of what they perceive as the lunatic fringe." 
Mr. Marcoux forgets, or never knew, that, before Mr. Buckley's back-stabbing attack on 
The John Birch Society, the Communist Party USA ordered all the guns the Reds owned or 
controlled to be aimed at the Society. There might be some question as to whether or not 
Buckley considered this a direct order, but in any event he joined the anti-Birch chorus. It would 
seem that CPUSA, knowing much more about The John Birch Society than Mr. Marcoux knows, 
did not and does not consider it a part of the "lunatic fringe," however much they might wish to 
leave that impression. 
DANIEL GARAROMI 
Libertyville, Illinois 


Kosher Conservatism 
Alexei Michel Marcoux's letter in the November 6th issue came off to me as a rather 
passionate, misinformed defense of William F. Buckley Jr. 
One must have read much more of your magazines to understand why the establishment 
ignores the existence of this underestimated grassroots force called The John Birch Society. 
Alexei must have had his first exposure to watered-down, establishment-approved conservatism 
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through Buckley, and must not notice that only what the establishment approves as kosher for the 
masses receives publicity, airtime, or even recognition. 

McManus is one of the finest writers in the best and only truthful news magazine on the 
market. I want to thank him for this tremendous article exposing yet another of the 
establishment's tricks! 

JOSE LUIS ARCE, MS, USAR 
UCC School of Medicine 
Bayamon, Puerto Rico 


Pedantic Popinjay 

I enjoyed reading R.C. Weathers' letter in the December 4th edition of THE NEW 
AMERICAN, which was in response to Alexei Marcoux's letter of November 6th. However, if 
THE NEW AMERICAN only printed letters that were complimentary, it would be no better than 
the liberal magazines. 

Perhaps Alexei could encourage the pedantic Ivy League popinjay with the pathetic 
posture [Buckley] to have Mr. McManus appear in one of his debates, or have "The Birch Log" 
run in National Review (I'm sure old Bill can squeeze it in between the full-page whiskey 
advertisements). 

HAROLD S. SHURTLEFF 
Hyde Park, Massachusetts 


REVIEW OF THE NEWS 


For a summary of the "non-summit summit," see page 20. 


Dictator Meets Pontiff 

On December Ist, Soviet dictator Mikhail Gorbachev met with Pope John Paul II at the 
Vatican and agreed in principle to establish diplomatic ties between the world's largest Christian 
church and the world's most infamous atheistic dictatorship. 

John Paul remarked that the Holy See "follows with great interest the process of renewal 
which you have set in motion in the Soviet Union. It wishes you success and declares itself ready 
to support every initiative that will better protect and integrate the rights and duties of individuals 
and peoples, so that peace may be insured in Europe and the world." 

E] Salvador Update 

On November 27th, the conservative ARENA government of President Alfredo Cristiani 
decided to break diplomatic and commercial relations with Managua after a Nicaraguan supply 
plane carrying anti-aircraft missiles to the communist FMLN rebels crashed over a small town in 
El Salvador. 

President Cristiani commented: "It is obvious that Nicaragua is totally involved" in 
supplying the rebels. 

The same day, American "peace campaigner" Jennifer Jean Casolo was arrested by the 
Salvadoran government after a secret arms store was discovered in her house. Miss Casolo was 
in El Salvador under the sponsorship of an organization known as Christian Education Seminars, 
which opposes U.S. policy in El Salvador. The raid on the leftist's house, spurred by a tip from a 
rebel defector, was conducted with U.S. embassy representatives in attendance. 
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East German Shuffle 

On December 3rd, the entire East German Politburo and Central Committee of the ruling 
SED Party resigned and was replaced by a "working group" of approximately 25 lower-level 
leaders of the communist SED Party not "fatally linked" to the old regime. One of the leaders of 
this "working group" is Markus Wolf, the head of East German intelligence until just three years 
ago. 

Repatriating Anti-Communists 

In Hong Kong, the British Government is forcing some 40,000 Vietnamese boat people 
to return to the land they risked their lives to escape from. Many will face persecution when they 
are repatriated. The British government will pay the Vietnamese communists $600 per person to 
"cover the costs of resettlement." A Bush Administration official said that the United States was 
"unalterably opposed" to the forced repatriation. 

Communist China has demanded the forcible repatriation of some of its estimated 40,000 
students currently in the U.S. on temporary visas. President Bush has caved in to pressure from 
the communist Chinese government and pocket-vetoed a bill easily passed by both houses of 
Congress that would have temporarily extended the visas of Chinese students, many of whom 
protested the Tiananmen Square massacre last June and face persecution if they are forced to 
return. 

Anti-Communist Poles 

The defection of nine Polish sailors in Anchorage, Alaska on August 15th of last year is 
becoming a major source of embarrassment to US officials who proclaimed Poland a 
"non-Communist country" after the "elections" held last June. The sailors were members of a 
dissident faction of Solidarity known as "Fighting Solidarity," which is still illegal and whose 
members are persecuted in Poland. 

The Polish sailors were refused asylum on the grounds that they are unlikely to be 
persecuted if they return. 

Lebanon Struggles On 

Just 17 days after his November 5th appointment by the Lebanese Parliament, President 
Rene Moawad was assassinated, and his death set off a bout of renewed fighting in Beirut. The 
new president, Elias Hraoui, a Maronite Catholic, vowed to dislodge General Michel Aoun, also 
a Maronite Catholic, from his military bunker in Christian West Beirut. Aoun refuses to 
recognize Hraoui and the parliament's legitimacy and claims that they have sold out to the 
occupying Syrians. 

Elections Abroad 

The Indian elections ending on November 26th sealed the fate of Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi, forcing him to resign the next day and turn the reigns of power over to a coalition of the 
National Front (headed by new Prime Minister Vishwanath Pratap Singh), a pro-Hindu party, 
and two communist parties. 

Both sides claimed victory in the December 2nd elections in Taiwan (Republic of China). 
The ruling Kuomintang Party claimed victory for winning 72 of the 101 contested seats in the 
national legislature. The opposition boasted victories in local and municipal races and the 
election of a sufficient number of delegates to the national legislature to be able to introduce 
legislation. It was the first free election ever in Taiwan. 

-- THOMAS R. EDDLEM 
BIRCH RESEARCH INCORPORATED 


FRONT PAGE Destroying Our 
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Independents 

Lois Brenan is a delightful lady. She's friendly, well-spoken, and very spry for a woman 
who just celebrated her 88th birthday. But, in the past two years, Mrs. Brenan has suffered a 
severe case of the shingles and she continues to have difficulty sleeping at night. Not because of 
any physical or mental ailments, but because of a running battle with the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Resources (DER) and the federal Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

For nearly 50 years, Mrs. Brenan has had a small oil lease in western Pennsylvania that 
currently produces about three barrels a day (a barrel holds 42 gallons of oil). The lease, which is 
actually worked by her son Jerry and his wife and provides no income to Mrs. Brenan, is one of 
thousands of similar family operations in the state that don't make much money but do provide a 
high quality of crude oil. 

In January 1989, a DER employee inspected the Brenan lease without their knowledge or 
permission. James Erb, director of DER's Bureau of Oil and Gas Management, told THE NEW 
AMERICAN that such on-site inspections, as well as aerial surveillance by helicopter, are 
allowed by law because oil production is a regulated industry. The Brenans were cited for 
violations of the state's Clean Streams Law and the Oil and Gas Act. 

A Fine Mess 

The alleged violations, which call for fines totaling tens of thousands of dollars, included 
failure to register or bond their wells and "an unpermitted discharge of industrial waste, 
including brine." The "industrial waste" was water. To force oil through the sandstone, the 
Brenans pump fresh water into four injection wells. The oil that is extracted from a fifth well is 
mixed with water, which is then separated from the oil and drained into a pit. 

To avoid the fines, Mrs. Brenan and her son would have to spend thousands of dollars 
either to bond their 18 wells, at a cost of $25,000, or to plug them with cement, stone, and 
Aquagel, at a cost of about $2,000 for each well. The Brenans found themselves facing a 
dilemma: They couldn't afford to meet the DER's bonding requirements, or the cost of plugging 
the wells if they decided to go out of business. 

As one man familiar with the situation put it, "The present-day Pennsylvania oil business 
may be the only business in the entire country where we have to pay to put ourselves out of 
business if the government deems it necessary to shut down a well for any reason, or if they 
condemn it, or if they say it is a non-producing well." 

Friends of Mrs. Brenan went to the state capitol in Harrisburg and described her plight to 
Governor Robert Casey and Lieutenant Governor Mark Singel. A member of Singel's staff 
contacted the DER in April and asked that consideration be given to Mrs. Brenan because of her 
age and recent health problems. But someone in the DER called in the EPA. An EPA inspector 
visited the Brenan lease in May, found alleged violations of federal injection well regulations, 
and fined the Brenans $125,000. R. David Myers, the DER's Deputy Secretary for Public 
Liaison, promised in August to investigate the matter. 

Targeting Widows 

Another target of the DER is Anita Fisher, a 78-year-old widow confined to a wheelchair. 
Her son operates Mrs. Fisher's three wells, which provide her with about $750 a year to augment 
the $400 a month she receives from Social Security. In October, a DER inspector cited her for 
failing to register or bond her wells and for water and oil spillage around her tanks. The 
inspection report mentioned a "kill zone path" leading away from one tank. In point of fact, 
however, what the inspector called a "kill zone" is merely some dead grass caused by 70 years of 
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oil production in the area. The path is about two to three feet wide near the tank, but dwindles to 
only a couple of inches in width. A path leading from another of Mrs. Fisher's wells ends at a 
flourishing pear tree. There is no apparent damage to the environment on her property; yet, she 
faces costly fines. 

When the DER realized that Mrs. Fisher could not pay $7500 to bond her three wells, it 
suggested that she pay a fee of $50 a year per well for as long as she operates the wells. But $150 
a year, plus the one-time registration fee of $15 per well, is an expense Mrs. Fisher can ill afford. 

Public awareness of Mrs. Fisher's predicament -- as well as those of Lois Brenan and 
Margaret Stewart, a 56-year-old widow who also has three wells but is too young to collect 
Social Security -- was heightened in October when the three women appeared on a television 
program in Pittsburgh hosted by consumer advocate Wayne Van Dine of station KDKA. But 
their fear and anxiety continues. "I wish I could sign my name to something and wipe out all the 
pain," Mrs. Brenan told THE NEW AMERICAN. 

DER Snoops 

Virgil Ruhlman's family has worked small oil leases in Pennsylvania since 1913. When 
Virgil's father died two years ago, the Ruhlmans were producing about six barrels of oil a day. 
That production is now down to 3% barrels a day as Virgil struggles to operate 20 wells by 
himself. Over the years, DER inspectors and U.S. Forestry Service officials had told Virgil 
several times that he had one of the "cleanest leases around." Nevertheless, in January 1989, after 
three visits to his leases without prior notice, the DER cited Virgil for not having his wells 
registered or bonded and for polluting a stream with water produced while oil is being pumped 
out of the ground. 

Virgil's practice, like that of many other small producers, is to collect the produced water 
in an aeration pit, allow the slightly salty liquid to be diluted by rain, and then let it run off from 
the pit about once a month. This, according to the DER, constitutes pollution of the streams of 
Pennsylvania. But, notes Virgil, the only stream near the lease is "loaded with trout," and 
fishermen are lined up on its banks each year when the fishing season opens. 

What bothers Virgil is that the DER agents came on to his property without ever 
contacting him. "I would be glad to take an inspector around," he told THE NEW AMERICAN. 
"All I want is 24 or 48 hours notice. What is wrong with people who can't come to you 
face-to-face?" Virgil is also concerned about his 71-year-old uncle, a World War II hero with 
three Purple Hearts and six Bronze Stars who is being harassed about his 10 to 12 wells, and 
other members of his family to whose homes he supplies gas: "When I go down, my mother, my 
sister, my two uncles -- they're out of gas, and the closest distribution line is four miles one way 
and nine miles the other." 

Penn Fountain 

The first successful oil well in the world was drilled by Colonel Edwin Drake in 
Titusville, Pennsylvania in 1859. Hundreds of thousands of additional wells have been drilled 
since then in the vast oil patch in western Pennsylvania, but knowledgeable producers estimate 
that perhaps 60 to 70 percent of that oil is still in the ground awaiting new technologies to 
recover it. Unlike the asphalt-based crude oil found in places like Texas and Oklahoma, 
Pennsylvania oil is paraffin-based. Its naturally high viscosity index makes it ideal as a lubricant; 
almost 40 percent of all the lube oil in the United States comes from Pennsylvania crude. The 
wax contained in it also makes it suitable for use in cosmetics, medicines, and the coating for 
chocolate candies. 

In the early decades of oil drilling in western Pennsylvania, 011 sometimes ran down the 
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roads and waterways of the region and there were spills and even fires, but no permanent damage 
to the environment. The area today is green and beautiful, boasting the cleanest rivers and 
highest quality trout streams in the state. Hillsides that were once covered with drilling rigs are 
now lush with vegetation. Trees have grown up through soil that was once saturated with oil. 
There has been no observable ruination of the ecology. 

Some environmental problems did develop a decade ago when the price of oil jumped to 
$38 a barrel and promoters from out of state came to Pennsylvania looking to make a quick buck. 
Their furious and careless drilling operations caused a serious disturbance of the environment 
and prompted the state legislature in 1984 to pass the Oil and Gas Act, which imposed severe 
restrictions on the oil industry. But, instead of hurting the bad guys, who were already leaving 
the state as the price of oil began to come down, Act 223 adversely affected the small producers 
who had the best interests of their local communities at heart and who, because they often lived 
near their own wells, were very conscientious about protecting the environment, 

PIPP's Moms and Pops 

When it became clear in 1985 that Act 223 was going to force many of the little guys out 
of business, a group of them formed the Pennsylvania Independent Petroleum Producers 
Association (PIPP). These were "Mom and Pop" operators, who produced, on the average, 
between 500 and 1000 barrels of crude oil per year. With oil priced today at between $18 and 
$19 a barrel, the average member's annual gross income is somewhere between $9000 and 
$19,000. From this amount, a 12% percent royalty per barrel is paid to landowners who lease 
their property for drilling, and operating costs (electricity, repairs, etc.) take a big chunk out of 
gross income. 

Tom Miller is a typical member of PIPP. A graduate of St. Bonaventure University, Tom 
first went into teaching. But the lure of the oil business was too much for him, so he left teaching 
to take on the risky and dangerous task of producing oil. He thought at the time that hard work 
would eventually have its rewards, but 17 years later he is barely at the break-even point. Instead 
of a successful enterprise, he is saddled with a liability that is too expensive to abandon and not 
profitable enough to keep. So he struggles on, working long hours each day for less than the 
minimum wage, hoping that the price of oil will go up enough so that he can make a living. 

Would Tom Miller go back to teaching if he could? No. He loves the oil business. He 
loves working outdoors. As he walks across one of his leases in the woods near Bradford, 
Pennsylvania, the excitement in his voice is audible as he describes how the operation works. He 
displays a Franklin gas engine built in 1914 and starts it up by stomping hard on one spoke of the 
two four-foot-high wheels on either side of the engine, which is about the size of a small car. 

A conveyor belt about two-feet wide runs from the engine to a rotary gear assembly, from 
which steel rods reach out to four wells about a hundred yards away and move their pumping 
jacks up and down, drawing the oil from deep in the ground. The oil goes through a separator, 
which diverts the oil into a tank and the produced water into a pit. Is the water a hazardous 
substance? Apparently not to the deer who drink it. In the mound of dirt surrounding the pit, 
there is an indentation made by deer sliding on their bellies to drink the water in it. 

Presumption of Guilt 

According to PIPP, provisions of the Oil and Gas Act presume the guilt of well operators 
if water pollution occurs within 1000 feet of a drilling site; permit random, warrantless searches 
of a drilling site or of the home where the operator keeps his records; and compel the 
compilation and release of records by those charged with criminal activities, in violation of the 
Fifth Amendment's privilege against self-incrimination. James Erb insists that, while DER is 
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allowed to inspect a property without notifying the owner, "the law does not permit entry into 
someone's home without an invitation by the owner, and DER has never done that." 

PIPP challenged the constitutionality of these provisions, but the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court ruled in November 1988 that the case was only hypothetical, that no one had yet been hurt 
by the law. In the spring of 1989 the U.S. Supreme Court also refused to hear an appeal from 
PIPP's attorneys. 

Another part of the Oil and Gas Act that PIPP feels must be modified is the bonding 
requirement of $2500 per well, with a maximum of $25,000 if a producer has more than 10 
wells. It is virtually impossible, however, to obtain a surety bond. No bonding company wants to 
write one, because it would be held responsible for any problems associated with a well until one 
year after the well is plugged. 

Instead of a bond, the DER wants a certificate of deposit or a bank letter of credit 
indicating that a producer has $25,000. This sum is no problem for large producers like Quaker 
State, Pennzoil, or Witco, but it is way out of reach for most of the 5000 small producers in the 
state. According to Erb, more than 1100 producers (about 25 percent of the total) are currently 
bonded in Pennsylvania. He claims that those 1100 represent 70-80 percent of the wells in the 
state, but admits that this figure includes big companies with thousands of wells each. 

Some states have reasonable bond requirements -- say, $250 a year renewable on an 
annual basis, according to PIPP -- while other states insist on a performance bond, one that 
covers the drilling of a well but is released once the drilling has been completed. "A performance 
bond is the answer," says Glenn Weaver, the president of PIPP and a fourth-generation oilman 
whose 75 or 80 wells produce about seven barrels a day. But the only compromise offered by 
DER is a phased collateral bond. However, the two sides have not been able to agree on how 
much money should be put down for each bond and how much should be paid each year. 

Also at issue is whether or not wells drilled before permits were first required in 1967 
should be "grandfathered" -- that is, exempted from bonding. "We're not trying to change Act 
223 environmentally," says Weaver. "We know that if we drill new wells we must have a bond, 
but why do we have to pay for history? Why do we have to bond a well that is over a hundred 
years old? We are willing to bond all wells drilled since 1967 -- that's a change in our original 
position -- but the wells before that, there is no money to bond them; it's out of the question." 
Also out of the question, according to Erb, is grandfathering pre-1967 wells. He said that the 
Casey Administration is against such an exemption. 

Sierra Club Dreamworld 

PIPP members have had many meetings with Governor Casey and his staff and have been 
promised assistance in resolving the conflict, but their predicament continues. They gave the 
House Conservation Committee a tour of the oil patch in February 1989, and the legislators 
seemed to understand the situation and to be willing to do something about it. But their plight 
remains unchanged. 

"There's a cold war going on," says Glenn Weaver, "and the environmentalists are 
winning it. Greenpeace and the Sierra Club are running the show." Weaver contends that 
lawmakers, while sympathetic to his concerns, are reluctant to act on legislation without clearing 
it with the DER, which means clearing it with the Sierra Club. Legislators have told PIPP 
members that, if they can get the Governor and the DER to agree to changes in Act 223, the 
changes would "fly through the House and Senate in two days." 

The legislature's reluctance to tangle with the DER is surprising in view of its low 
opinion of the agency, which has more than 4000 employees. According to an Associated Press 
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survey early in 1989, 40 percent of the 106 legislators who responded called the DER the 
worst-run department in the state. "They do not understand reality," said one House member. 
"They are in a dreamworld with the Sierra Club. It seems nobody in DER understands how to 
administrate; they only know how to regulate." One senator thinks "there should be a wholesale 
investigation of DER. The department refuses to work with legislators or local officials. The 
agency is inflexible and unyielding." 

That inflexibility could mean the demise of the small independents, who produce about 
four million barrels of oil and one billion cubic feet of gas each year. It could mean the loss of 
6000 to 7000 jobs, and of economic benefits to thousands of people who derive royalties from 
the leases. Equipment worth millions of dollars lies idle; a company that had 35 employees a few 
years ago now has three; and new wells are not being drilled. Furthermore, a DER demand that 
producers undergo the additional expense of having "polluted" water trucked away to disposal 
plants will surely put many of them out of business. These and other regulations, says James Erb, 
are going to cause the small independents much more trouble than the bonding issue. 

War on Manufacturing 

PIPP members are not only concerned about their own livelihoods; they are also worried 
about the possibility of their country becoming dependent on foreign suppliers and being 
squeezed by OPEC nations. "There is no way that a country can survive as a service country," 
says Sam Richey, owner of the Oil Cat supply company and treasurer of PIPP. "We have to 
manufacture something. We have to take raw material and make a finished good out of it in order 
to survive as a country. When we get to the point where we have to import the oil that we ought 
to be producing ourselves, we're at the mercy of the nations around us." 

The environmental movement is weakening America, Richey continues. "We used to be 
the leader in manufacturing. Where are we today? We're losing it left and right. Look at steel, 
look at the foundries, look at the refineries. This nation is losing the battle for survival and 
people don't even realize it." The environment is "absolutely critical and we do need to protect 
it," he concedes, "but there's no way you can have productivity in any sense without having a 
certain amount of residue, or dirt, or byproduct." 

Bill Cline is 64 years old and, except for several years in the military, has been in the oil 
business all his life. He gets about 36 barrels of oil a day from his 200 wells, three of which are 
in his own yard, one only a dozen feet from his kitchen door. He also owns a well in the parking 
lot of the McDonald's restaurant in downtown Bradford. In 1988, the Clines -- who receive no 
salary from the business, while employing five men, including their two sons -- lost $52,150. 
"Dollar for dollar, we broke even," says Bill's wife Joyce. "But, when you figure in depreciation 
and the depletion allowance, we lost more than $50,000. That left us no money to put back into 
the business." 

Nor can the Clines walk away from their business. "We love the work; it's in our blood," 
says Bill. "You know, like the farmer, he plants his usual crop and loses it, but he plants again 
next year. Sometimes they get subsidized, but we don't get anything. If we all walked away, the 
state couldn't possibly take care of the problem that would exist." Bill boasts that "nobody's a 
bigger volunteer to take care of problem wells than Iam. The DER would even tell you that. If 
there's a problem well around this area, they call Bill Cline. I'll be there long before the DER is. 
When they come, they just write somebody up. I take care of the problem." 

Berserk Bureaucrats 

The state has plugged only two wells, one of them at a cost of $58,000, since Act 223 

went into effect, observes Bill Cline. "I've plugged 120 and they want me out of business!" Bill 
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notes that the new DER regulations have doubled the cost of plugging a well in the Bradford 
area, to about $2,000, even though the old plugging requirements were sufficient. "They can't 
show me a well that was plugged under the 1955 law that has leaked," he asserts. 

The DER always goes "to the extreme," Bill says. "They're not trying to work with us. 
They don't come out and say you've got a problem here, let's try to solve it. They assume 
environmental damage without any evidence of it." It was undoubtedly the Clines' role in PIPP 
(Bill is legislative chairman and Joyce is secretary) that prompted the DER to select the Clines as 
the first persons in the state to be cited for not having their wells bonded and registered. 

When the DER threatened to come to the Clines' house to obtain their business records, 
Bill told them: "T'll have 200 men around the house, not to stop you from getting in, but to see if 
you can get out again." They went to his attorney next and "asked for all my bank statements, 
any property transfers since 1985, any stocks, bonds, just everything but my grandchildren. I 
countersued them for discrimination, but you can't sue them; they're above the law." The thing 
that really bothers the nearly 500 members of PIPP, says Bill Cline, is that "every day we lose 
another freedom. Most of us are veterans, and I don't think this is what we put our lives on the 
line for." 

That is why PIPP is digging in its heels, says Glenn Weaver. "We have fought long 
beyond dollars; we're fighting on principle now. We're not going to quit. If they take us down, 
they're going to take us clear down the tubes." Weaver concludes that "all we can hope to do is 
refine the Act, so the little man can somehow cope with it. And, when that happens, try to 
cooperate and work with the DER and hope that something changes the environmental push in 
this country. We want a working relationship with DER. We want to get this thing solved so we 
can go back to work." 

-- JAMES J. DRUMMEY 


NATION Governor against 
the People 

On November 8th, the dam broke in Michigan, and a flood of irate voters went to the 
polls with a message for their state politicians: "No new taxes!" Faced with a choice between two 
proposals to raise taxes "to improve education," the voters chose the third alternative: "neither of 
the above." 

Proposal A would have raised the state sales tax by 2 percent and provided $400 million 
in new revenue for education. Proposal B would have raised the sales tax by two percent, cut 
property taxes slightly, and generated $300 million for education. Both proposals were defeated 
by almost 3-to-1 margins. 

The Detroit News offered an explanation for the voter reaction: "Teachers already make 
more than twice the per capita income in Michigan .... Michigan taxpayers pay a larger share of 
their income for education than the national average ... and local property taxes ... are among the 
highest in the nation." 

More to the Story 

There is much more to the story than an aversion to high taxes, however. What is really 
evident here is a deep-rooted mistrust of government in the state of Michigan. The taxpayers 
have encountered so much deception on the issue of education financing that they no longer trust 
anything the government proposes. 

In 1963, then-Governor George Romney began looking for ways to pass a state income 
tax. In January 1967, he found one. The Democratic chairman of the House Taxation Committee 
endorsed the proposal, saying it was necessary "to educate 50,000 new school children each 
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year." Six months later the governor signed the income tax into law. The politicians had 
discovered that using the word "education" is the key to higher taxes. 

Next, the state lottery was sold as a benefit to education. The voters finally approved the 
lottery when they were promised that the revenues derived would go to Michigan schools and 
solve the finance problem. In 1981, legislation was passed dedicating lottery revenues to 
education. The politicians were one step ahead of the taxpayers, however, for they reduced the 
general fund appropriations by the same amount. This left them with a pleasant windfall to spend 
on their social agenda items. By 1988, even this windfall was used up, and the legislature came 
up with a new scheme. 

Shay's Rebellion 

One of the attractions of the state lottery was that prizes were to be exempt from state and 
local taxes. The guarantee was written on every ticket. On December 30, 1989, however, 
Democratic Governor James Blanchard signed a bill revoking the tax exemption on prize money 
paid after January 1, 1988. Since lottery prizes are paid out over 20 years, the revocation affected 
not just those who had won in 1988, but every winner who still had prize money coming after 
January Ist. 

In September 1988, Dr. James Shay, a dentist in Port Huron, Michigan, won $16 million 
in the Super Lotto jackpot. On the back of his winning ticket was the following message: 
"Michigan lottery prizes are exempt from Michigan state and local taxes." It also contained the 
statement: "Michigan lottery supports education." When Dr. Shay was informed by the lottery 
commission that state tax was being withheld from his prize money, he went to court. 

"The Michigan constitution is pretty clear, "said Dr. Shay. "It reads: 'No bill of attainder, 
ex post facto law or law impairing the obligation of contract shall be enacted.' The bill they 
passed is both an ex post facto law and a law impairing the obligation of contract." Ingham 
County Circuit Court Judge James T. Kallman apparently agreed. According to Dr. Shay, it took 
the judge less than ten minutes to decide in Shay's favor. 

An outspoken critic of the state legislature and the supporters of Proposal A is former 
Oakland County Prosecutor L. Brooks Patterson. Patterson filed suit, on behalf of Taxpayers 
United for the Michigan Constitution, to stop what he called a "blatant attempt [on the part of the 
Promote Michigan Education Committee] to defraud the voters." He specifically charged the 
committee with "the knowing dissemination of false and misleading statements with the intent to 
deceive." 

Television ads produced by the committee claimed that the proposal would guarantee 
more education in math, science, and computers. "The proposal would guarantee nothing of the 
kind," said Patterson. "Separate legislation would have been required to provide for those things 
and that legislation never got out of committee." Patterson called Proposal A "a sham and an 
unnecessary tax increase. I'm so proud of the voters in this state," he said. "They were able to see 
through the flim-flam." 

Governor's Goon Squad 

Government fraud was not the only charge to emerge from the campaign. The Detroit 
News referred to Governor James Blanchard's support for Proposal A as "goon-squad tactics." 
The Flint Journal reported that the governor served as midwife, nursemaid, and chief promoter 
for Proposal A. 

State House Minority Leader Paul Hillegonds has revealed that some business people 
complained of veiled threats to be made good against those who failed to support the governor. 
As the Detroit News pointed out: "State government, through its regulatory powers, has a lot of 
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leverage to punish businesses that don't play the game the administration's way." 
-- GARY BRAINARD 


NATION Friendly Advice: Expel 
All Spies 

Despite all the wishful thinking about glasnost and the alleged mellowing of the Soviet 
Union, the fact remains that the Soviet KGB is stepping up its espionage activities against the 
United States. "We find them everywhere," CIA Director William Webster said last spring. 
"There's been no pulling back in intelligence collection in this country or other parts of the 
world." 

The FBI is also concerned about increased KGB activity in America, so concerned that it 
has begun advertising for defectors in a Russian-language newspaper in New York City. In an 
effort to cope with the spies who have infiltrated this country as part of an influx of 150,000 
Soviet emigrés over the past 15 years, the FBI is seeking to recruit former Soviet citizens who 
may have information about KGB operations in the United States. 

"Replies will be kept in the strictest confidence," said the advertisement which began 
appearing last month in Novoye Russkoye Slovo, or New Russian World, a newspaper with a 
circulation of more than 50,000 nationwide, most of it in the emigré communities. Asked about 
the possibility that the KGB would get double agents to respond to the ad, James M. Fox, head of 
the FBI's New York office, said that "we'll be very alert to the KGB trying to send in ringers and 
plants. Without being specific, we're prepared for that." 

Disaffected Defectors 

Defectors from communist countries have historically been valuable sources of 
information -- not only about the military, economic, and political situations in their own 
countries, but also about communist intentions, policies, and espionage operations against other 
nations, including the penetration of non-communist governments by KGB-controlled agents. In 
1985, for instance, Vitaly Yurchenko, chief of KGB espionage for all of North America, defected 
to the United States and helped expose two Americans who were spying for the USSR, former 
CIA officer Edward Lee Howard, who escaped to the Soviet Union, and former National 
Security Agency employee Ronald W. Pelton, now serving a life sentence in prison. 

Yurchenko did not like the way the CIA was handling him, however, and he went back to 
the Soviet Union only three months after his defection, much to the embarrassment of the CIA. 
His redefection brought to the surface a number of complaints from defectors about the treatment 
they had received from U.S. officials. While some had been given generous resettlement 
packages, others were tossed aside to fend for themselves after they had been debriefed. In the 
September 17, 1989 New York Times Magazine, David Wise -- whose latest book on 
intelligence matters, The Spy Who Got Away, is about Edward Lee Howard -- described some of 
the problems facing defectors. 

Since the Yurchenko fiasco, the intelligence community and the intelligence committees 
of the House and Senate have taken steps to improve the handling of defectors. There are an 
estimated 750 persons currently in the defector program. One non-government group that has 
taken an interest in their welfare is the Washington-based Jamestown Foundation. The 
Foundation's president, William Geimer, is a 52-year-old lawyer who served in the Nixon 
Administration. He established the organization with money donated by wealthy associates in 
Chicago. Geimer saw a need for such a group while representing Arkady Shevchenko, the 
highest-ranking Soviet official ever to defect to the United States, in negotiations with New York 
book publishers. Shevchenko's memoir, Breaking With Moscow, was published in 1985. 
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Some people think the Jamestown Foundation gets money from the CIA or other 
government agencies, Geimer acknowledges, "but it's not true. There's been a war between us, a 
quiet war. For years I've been going over there complaining. Typically, I have a list of things I 
want them to take action on. They agree to look into it. Then nothing happens. I've given up on 
my ability to deal with them quietly." 

The Main Enemy 

The quiet approach ended last June when Geimer submitted to the House and Senate 
intelligence committees a confidential memo alleging that, once defectors have been debriefed, 
the CIA "no longer has much use for them. In fact, it has tended to view them as problems." On 
the contrary, he contended, "defectors should be helped because they are unique sources of 
information, insight, and analysis on the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. Glasnost doesn't 
make defectors less needed. Quite the contrary. They should be listened to more than ever 
before. These people make a contribution to us. We have a duty to them." 

High praise for the Jamestown Foundation comes from Stanislav Levchenko, a former 
KGB officer and expert on Soviet "active measures" who defected to the United States in 1979. 
"It is a private organization that protects the interests of escapees from the Soviet system, helps 
them find their place in American society, and does so with a dogged, tireless determination," 
Levchenko wrote in his autobiography, On the Wrong Side: My Life in the KGB. 

In assessing the magnitude of the KGB threat to America, the books of Stan Levchenko 
and John Barron, senior editor of Reader's Digest, are must reading. Barron has written two 
books on the subject, KGB: the Secret Work of Soviet Secret Agents and KGB Today: The 
Hidden Hand. He included the personal experiences and valuable insights of Levchenko in the 
latter volume. In addition to the firsthand information provided to John Barron and in his 
autobiography, Levchenko recently teamed up with intelligence specialist Herbert Romerstein to 
co-author The KGB Against the "Main Enemy," which offers a seven-decade survey of Soviet 
espionage operations against the United States. 

Unchanging Goals 

The origins of the KGB can be traced back to the Cheka, the secret police and 
intelligence service established by Lenin in 1917 to crush opposition to his Bolshevik 
dictatorship. Though it has gone through a variety of names (GPU, OGPU, NK VD, MGB, 
MVD), the KGB has remained one of the two main pillars (the other is the Soviet army) of the 
Soviet socialist system. It answers only to the Politburo of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union, the collective dictatorship of the USSR, and its more than 250,000 members monitor and 
control all areas of Soviet life while also staging operations against foreign countries. 

The Red Army is necessary to protect the USSR from those it views as external enemies, 
says Stan Levchenko in On the Wrong Side, "but the Soviet system has to be protected also from 
its own people, and the KGB is responsible for that task. It protects the system and its elites from 
any possible dissent and from any dissident organizations that could alter totalitarianism into a 
form of democracy." Levchenko says that "the KGB has hundreds of thousands of informants 
who report to it on virtually everything. It also has tens of thousands of informants and fulltime 
KGB officers in the ranks of the Soviet military to ensure that the military does not deviate. And, 
of course, the KGB's external intelligence service -- First Chief Directorate -- has its officers and 
agents in every country in the world." 

The goals of the KGB are those of the Soviet Union, and they have not changed in 72 
years. These goals include the achievement of military superiority through legal or illegal 
acquisition of Free World technology (the KGB is assisted in this effort by the Soviet military 
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intelligence apparatus known as the GRU); the undermining of other countries through 
subversion and espionage; and the destabilization of governments through such active measures 
as exchange programs, dissemination of disinformation and forgeries, and the use of agents of 
influence (persons recruited or controlled by the KGB) to penetrate all levels of society. 

While Soviet spymasters have operated many espionage rings in the United States over 
the years (see the Romerstein/Levchenko book for details), the KGB's greatest coup, according 
to Vitaly Yurchenko, was the Walker family spy ring that operated from 1968 until 1985. 
Yurchenko reported that cryptographic data provided to the Soviet Union by the Walkers and 
Jerry Whitworth enabled it to decipher "millions" of secret U.S. messages, and that a senior KGB 
officer told him that, "if there had been a war, we should have won it." 

In his book about the Walker case, Breaking the Ring, John Barron summarized the 
damage done to the United States by the Walkers and Whitworth during their service in the 
Navy. He quoted Rear Admiral William O. Studeman, director of the Office of Naval 
Intelligence, as saying that the communications and cipher secrets sold to the USSR may have 
cost American lives in Vietnam by causing "ineffective air strikes, downed aircraft, abandoned 
targets, and infantry losses." 

Studeman stated in an affidavit to a federal court in San Francisco that "recovery from the 
Walker-Whitworth espionage will take years and millions of taxpayer dollars. Even given these 
expenditures, we will likely never know the true extent to which our capabilities have been 
impaired by the traitorous and infamous acts of Jerry Whitworth." 

Line PR 

How does the KGB function in a foreign country like the United States? According to 
Romerstein and Levchenko, the First Chief Directorate operates branch offices called 
Rezidenturas in target countries. These offices, which are usually based in the Soviet embassy, 
are headed by a rezident and divided into four lines or sections. Line PR, or Political 
Intelligence, collects information about political developments in the host country and conducts 
influence operations, also known as "active measures." More than half the KGB agents in a 
country are often involved with Line PR. They may appear to be diplomats, journalists (Stan 
Levchenko's cover in Japan was that of correspondent for the Soviet magazine New Times), 
trade experts, or something else, but their real mission is intelligence. 

Soviet "active measures" in the United States during the past decade include 
manipulation of the huge peace demonstration in New York City in 1982. Although only five of 
the 28 members of the steering committee for the protest were controlled by the Communist 
Party, USA, they were able to turn a demonstration for peace into an anti-American protest, with 
condemnation of U.S. policies but no criticism of the Soviet Union. 

Line PR agents are also skilled at forgery and disinformation. Having obtained stationery, 
letterheads, and signatures of high-ranking U.S. officials, the KGB in 1981 concocted a letter to 
the King of Spain, signed with President Reagan's name, that could have harmed relations 
between the two countries. 

In 1986, Herb Romerstein himself was the target of a Soviet forgery, a letter on the 
stationery of the U.S. Information Agency bearing Romerstein's signature and allegedly 
suggesting a program to stir up feelings against the Soviet Union in the wake of the Chernobyl 
nuclear plant disaster. According to the FBI, the USIA letterhead and Romerstein's signature on 
the forgery were taken from a genuine letter he had written -- about a Soviet forgery! 

Line X 
Another division of the KGB Rezidentura is Line X, or Technical Intelligence, which 


(c) 2000 American Opinion Publishing, Inc. -- Wwww.thenewamerican.com 


collects high technology data and information about military equipment and weaponry. 
According to a 1985 Defense Department report, "more than 5000 Soviet military research 
projects each year are benefitting significantly from Western-acquired technology." The 
Pentagon report said that each year the Soviet Union obtains 6000 to 10,000 pieces of 
equipment, as well as 100,000 documents, about one-quarter of which are classified secret or 
restricted by export controls. These desired items, identified by a Military Industrial Commission 
in Moscow, are then stolen by KGB or GRU agents, purchased by dummy trading companies, or 
obtained legally from U.S. agencies by Soviet agents posing as trade representatives, scientists, 
or journalists. 

The acquisition of U.S. technology is facilitated by two organizations -- the U.S.-USSR 
Trade and Economic Council (USTEC), which Senator Jesse Helms has called "an arm of the 
Soviet Government, under KGB control, whose purpose is to subvert the U.S. economy," and the 
USSR Chamber of Commerce and Industry, which until recently was headed by Yevgeny P. 
Pitovranov, a reserve lieutenant general in the KGB. U.S. experts have identified about one-third 
of the 140 officials on the Soviet Chamber of Commerce as known or suspected KGB and GRU 
agents. 

Line KR and Line N 

Line KR, or Counterintelligence, is charged with protecting the Soviet colony in the 
United States, as well as visiting Soviet delegations and tourist groups, from recruitment by U.S. 
Intelligence. It also seeks to penetrate the American intelligence community and to recruit U.S. 
agents. Some KR successes include William Kampiles of the CIA, who for $3000 supplied the 
Reds with the technical manual of the highly sophisticated KG-11 reconnaissance satellite, and 
FBI Special Agent Richard W. Miller, who was compromised by a female Soviet KGB operative 
named Svetlana Ogorodnikova. Svetlana even tried to get Miller to locate the address of Stan 
Levchenko, presumably so her comrades could capture or kill him. 

The fourth section is Line N, a very small unit with the responsibility for supporting KGB 
officers who are "illegals," that is, persons with fictitious identities who do not appear to be 
citizens of the Soviet Union. Rudolf Abel, the Soviet spy who was caught in 1957 and exchanged 
for U-2 pilot Francis Gary Powers in 1962, was an "illegal" during the more than 25 years he 
operated in the United States. 

The KGB over the years has also played a major role in engineering international 
terrorism. It was involved, for example, in the assassination attempt on Pope John Paul II in 
1981; it controlled such world-famous terrorists as Ilich Ramirez Sanchez, better known as 
Carlos, and Ahmed Jibril, leader of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine-General 
Command and probable perpetrator of the Pan American Flight 103 bombing over Scotland in 
December 1988 that took the lives of 270 people; and it has maintained, in the words of terrorism 
expert Claire Sterling, "a KGB centrale in Vienna, working to 'enliven' terrorist formations in 
Italy, Germany, Belgium, Holland, and France." 

Noisy Expulsion 

In his 1984 book, Inside Soviet Military Intelligence, former GRU agent Viktor Suvorov 
argued that the best way to cripple Soviet espionage efforts is to expel all spies from one's 
country. "Why keep them in your country?" he asked. "They are professionals specially selected 
and trained to destroy your country. If you have the evidence to prove that they are spies -- expel 
them." Suvorov also advised that the expulsions be made as noisily as possible, because "the 
noisy expulsion is a slap in the face for the GRU, for the KGB; it is an action directed against all 
their spies, against thousands of unstable people prepared to listen to the proposals of the Soviet 
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intelligence service." 

That kind of noisy expulsion occurred in the United States in 1986 after the USSR 
decided to stonewall a Reagan Administration request that it reduce the staff of the Soviet 
Mission to the United Nations by 105. The FBI then provided the Administration with the names 
of the top 25 Soviet spies in New York -- the KGB and GRU rezidents and their deputies, as well 
as the heads of Line PR, Line X, and Line KR, and other security, cipher, and communications 
officers -- and all 25 were formally expelled from the United States. A month later, 55 more top 
Reds were ordered out of this country, including the KGB and GRU leadership in Washington 
and the entire KGB Rezidentura in San Francisco. 

The Struggle Continues 

The KGB had been decapitated in the United States in the fall of 1986, but it was only a 
temporary setback. Fourteen months later, one member of the Soviet delegation to the 
U.S.-Soviet summit in Washington was recognized as Vladimir Kryuchdovy, head of the First 
Chief Directorate of the KGB and supervisor of foreign intelligence operations. In July 1988, 
Kryuchkov declared that the "stubborn and complicated struggle" being waged by the KGB 
required "a revamping and further improvement of the performance of the security organs, 
specifically the external service." He was given a chance to implement those changes in October 
1988 with his promotion to the leadership of the entire KGB apparatus. 

-- JAMES J. DRUMMEY 


NATION CBS Caters 
to Soviet Shill 

The "non-summit summit" between George Bush and Mikhail Gorbachev, held off the 
coast of Malta over the first few days of December, was described by American network 
newsmen as "historic" (ABC), "the beginning of a new era of cooperation" (NBC), and "a 
turning point for the world" (CBS). Unfortunately, all of these comments are true, although not 
in the sense that the commentators intended. 

The 60 Minutes broadcast of December 3rd is a good example of this new "historic 
cooperation." The CBS program provided Soviet spokesman Gerady Gerasimov with over 15 
minutes of invaluable air time to explain to Mike Wallace and the American public that the 
United States and the USSR "were enemies no more." Wallace -- who mercilessly and 
unceremoniously grilled Nancy Reagan in an interview some months ago -- was almost 
deferential to Gerasimov, a long-time professional liar for the Soviet regime. 

Questioned about Gorbachev's proposal to "legalize" religion in the USSR, Gerasimov 
proclaimed that "Christian and communist values in many ways are the same," an astounding 
and easily disproved assertion that Wallace left unchallenged. Instead, Wallace asked the Soviet 
shill if Billy Graham would receive permission to use Lenin Stadium for a revival meeting, as 
the evangelist had recently requested. Gerasimov said that the Soviets already "have preachers 
on TV." Naturally, neither he nor Wallace mentioned that the state determines who appears on 
television, and when, and what they can say. 

What Mike Knew and When 

Wallace stated that he had travelled to the Soviet Union "within the last ... ten days," and 
several times in the last month, and was aware of critical shortages of essential goods -- meat, 
milk, paper products, "even soap." In the most confrontational tone of the entire interview -- still 
more cordial than the cordial segments of the Nancy Reagan telecast -- Wallace called on 
Gerasimov to deny the fact that the Russian people were complaining bitterly about the dearth of 
staple goods. In his most egalitarian tone, Gerasimov admitted that "everyone's grumbling, 
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including my wife." Again, no response from Wallace -- despite the fact that the Soviet elite, 
including Gerasimov's wife, want for nothing in the way of material goods in that supposedly 
classless society. No mention of Ra€sa Gorbachev's MasterCard; no comment about the 
expensive automobiles available to top Communist Party members and their families; not a word 
about the "hard-money stores," open only to foreigners or privileged Soviets and stocked with 
silk shirts, stereos, and Sambuca. 

Ensuring Socialism's Success 

"The tragedy of our generation," Gerasimov stated, "is that communism failed." He 
explained, clearly enough even for Wallace and other liberal lumpen to understand, that 
perestroika is a process intended to perfect international socialism; he charged "our young 
people" with the task of correcting a system corrupted primarily by Stalin. The next generation 
"must put this very beautiful theory into action." Once again, no argument from Wallace. 

To assist the up-and-coming Marxist movers and shakers who will follow in Gorbachev's 
golden footsteps, Gerasimov announced that the present Soviet leadership was beginning "the 
process of building a society based on law" which would prevent the emergence of a "totalitarian 
state." Inasmuch as religious, economic, and political reforms, even if they should come to pass 
in the USSR, would be based on rights being granted rather than acknowledged by the 
government, there is no guarantee that what is bestowed today won't be rescinded tomorrow. 

"We Do Not Expect Aid" 

Perhaps the most outrageous statements in the interview concerned economic assistance 
to the Soviet government. "We do not expect any economic aid from your country," Gerasimov 
stated -- adding, however, that the communists could do with continued technological assistance, 
training, and other unspecified "cooperation." Wallace did not ask Gerasimov if he considered as 
"assistance" subsidized wheat sales, below-market-rate loans, financial aid to Soviet satellites, 
the benefits of Most Favored Nation trading status, or membership in the General Agreement on 
Trade and Tariffs or various international banking organizations. 

Toward the end of the interview, Wallace asked Gerasimov if Ronald Reagan's "hard 
line" with the Soviets had "brought them to the table," had contributed to the "reforms" in the 
communist world. No, no, no, Gerasimov replied; the Soviet Union was "ripe for change long 
before Reagan came to power," and "President Gorbachev" had originated this vision of the 
future. Wallace might have responded that former President Reagan was elected, and that 
"coming to power" was a more accurate description of the process which elevates Soviet bosses 
to leadership in their oligarchy -- but, of course, Wallace said nothing. 

In this "interview," Wallace's silence was much more profound than the ballyhooed 
bombast of his Nixon-era hatchet jobs, or his Nancy Reagan character assassination, or his 
foot-in-the-door and camera-in-the-face attacks on Christians, businessmen, and patriots. By his 
obsequiousness as much as by his unwillingness to challenge bald-faced lies uttered by a top 
henchman of a bloodstained criminal regime, Wallace proved once again that neither he nor CBS 
is concerned with truth, justice, or the American way. 

-- ERIK A. JOHNSON 


WORLD Merry Glasnost 
(Ho ho ho!) 

The seas were stormy off the Mediterranean island of Malta on the first weekend in 
December, but the atmosphere aboard the Soviet cruise ship Maxim Gorky was calm as President 
Bush and Soviet Communist chief Mikhail Gorbachev spent eight hours discussing such issues 
as arms control, U.S. economic assistance to the USSR, and Soviet military shipments to Central 
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America. "I couldn't have asked for a better result out of this non-summit summit," said Mr. 
Bush at a joint news conference with Gorbachev. The Soviet ruler said that the world was 
leaving the "epoch of cold war" and beginning a journey down the "long road to a long-lasting, 
peaceful period." 

Reaction to the Malta summit, for the most part, ranged from favorable to euphoric. But 
there were dissenting voices. Vice President Quayle, for instance, noted that the Soviet Union 
has "very significant interests beyond their borders and those interests create instability. We 
cannot count on the Soviets, out of the goodness of their hearts, in alleviating those tensions for 
us .... You're still dealing with a totalitarian government." 

New York Times columnist William Safire accused President Bush of engaging in 
"doormat diplomacy" and said it was clear after Malta that "Mr. Bush failed miserably and Mr. 
Gorbachev succeeded brilliantly." According to Safire, the President failed because he granted 
Gorbachev's wishes -- observer status at the 977-nation General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
organization, most-favored-nation tariff treatment, and U.S. loans and other economic assistance 
-- without demanding the withdrawal of half a million Soviet soldiers from Europe and an end to 
Soviet support for Communist dictatorships in Central America. Cuba alone receives between $4 
billion and $6 billion a year from the USSR. 

When Gorbachev was asked about his shipments of arms and missiles through Cuba and 
Nicaragua to the FMLN guerrillas in El Salvador, he replied that "we have ceased arms 
shipments to Central America." He also said that he had "firm assurances from Nicaragua that no 
deliveries using certain aircraft were carried out," a reference to the plane carrying Soviet 
missiles that crashed in El Salvador on November 25th. 

"We Support Perestroika" 

Mr. Bush played right along with Gorbachev, saying, "I don't believe that the Sandinistas 
have told the truth to our Soviet friends. And why? Because we know for a fact that arms have 
gone in there. I'm not saying they're Soviet arms. They've said they aren't shipping arms and I'm 
accepting that." So much for the President's promise to President Arias of Costa Rica to tell 
Gorbachev that "the Soviet Union should stop feeding Fidel Castro, who Mr. Arias tells me is 
directly responsible for the export of revolution through supporting the FMLN." 

Actually, Mr. Bush had indicated before going to Malta that he was not going to be too 
tough on his summit partner. "Let there be no misunderstanding," he told a White House Rose 
Garden audience on November 30th. "We support perestroika; we support Chairman 
Gorbachev's efforts to relax the grip of the centralized government, to move toward pluralism 
and the free expression of ideas. No one can deny that there is a new openness in the Soviet 
Union. The change is dramatic." 

Mr. Bush repeated these sentiments at the joint news conference and at his own meeting 
with the media later. "You get the feeling he really wants to work with us," the President said of 
Gorbachev. "I don't think he has me down as a total negativist at all. And I certainly don't have 
him down .... I'd like to think he thought I knew what I was talking about. And so we have a 
good exchange without having to go to the experts or go to the notebooks and it worked. And 
now we've got to move forward, and | think we can in a lot of ways. I think we can on the 
economic front. I'm convinced we can and must on the arms-control front." 

The two men agreed in Malta to try by next June to conclude a treaty that would cut in 
half the number of each country's strategic nuclear weapons. They did not make progress in 
efforts to reduce the number of conventional forces in Europe or to limit each nation's chemical 
weapons arsenal to 20 percent of the current total. Nor did Gorbachev agree to Bush's proposal 
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that the 2004 Olympics be held on both sides of the Berlin Wall. 

The Kremlin boss said that he and the President wanted a new Helsinki conference 
convened "so as to conceive and build a new Europe." He said that "there will be changes in the 
correlation between the European Common Market and our economic community and with the 
active participation in these processes of the United States. Our view is then, in any case, that the 
time has come in a balanced fashion, step-by-step, to take action in the light of demands of the 
times, not by leaps and bounds or in an irresponsibly reckless fashion in order to disrupt stability 
or reduce security. No, what we must do is to proceed in such a fashion as to improve the 
atmosphere, the situation, our relations, stability, and consolidate security. This was the 
dominant key of our discussion and I'm sure the President will confirm that we had convergence 
of views on this." 

Convergence of Views 

One thing they definitely had a convergence of views on was increased U.S. economic 
aid to the USSR. The Soviets have long sought observer status in GATT, which Mr. Bush 
promised and which Soviet spokesman Georgi Arbatov said would lead eventually to full Soviet 
membership in the trade organization, as well as in the International Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank. "This will prove that the Soviet Union is becoming a full-fledged partner in world 
economic affairs," said Arbatov. 

Mr. Bush proposed immediate negotiations to lift the Jackson-Vanik trade amendment, 
which conditions most-favored-nation status on Soviet liberalization of its emigration policies. 
After allowing only 1000 Soviet Jews to leave the country each year from 1984 to 1986, the 
Gorbachev regime has permitted the emigration of 19,000 in 1988 and over 51,000 in the first 10 
months of 1989. "Why should Soviet products continue to face high and discriminatory duties in 
the American market while almost all other U.S. trading partners enjoy MFN?" asked former 
Representative Charles A. Vanik, co-author of the amendment. "I can think of no political or 
economic reason that remains persuasive." The other coauthor, Senator Henry Jackson, died in 
1983. 

At the joint news conference, President Bush also emphasized that he "would like to have 
a climate in which American businessmen can help in what Chairman Gorbachev is trying to do 
with reform and obviously with glasnost. I think the climate as a result of these talks for 
investment inside the Soviet Union and for certain things we can do to help the Soviet Union, 
and indeed other countries, seek common ground with these multilateral organizations related to 
finance, all of that's a big plus. It was an extraordinarily big plus as far as I'm concerned." 

Also viewing the proposal as a big plus was Georgi Arbatov, who said, "George Bush has 
in essence declared that Washington has stopped economic warfare against the Soviet Union." 
Agreeing was Dwayne O. Andreas, chief executive of Archer Daniels Midland and a leading 
promoter of trade with the USSR, who said, "Clearly, it is time now to unleash trade as a force 
for a better relationship." 

Democratic Evolution 

Another issue raised at the news conference was the rapidly changing situation in central 
and Eastern Europe. Gorbachev said that he was "encouraged and inspired" by the changes and 
he described the process as "a kind of a movement bringing states, countries, and continents 
together." Bush, in his remarks, said that Gorbachev's comment "certainly lays to rest previous 
doctrines that may have had a different approach," a reference to the Brezhnev Doctrine of using 
force to keep communist states under Soviet domination. "All the people in the United States 
would like to see this peaceful, democratic evolution continue," the President said. 
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In the week following the Malta summit, that evolution did continue in communist 
Europe, particularly in Lithuania, Czechoslovakia, and East Germany. In Lithuania, the Supreme 
Soviet voted to abolish Article 4 of the Soviet constitution, which states that the Communist 
Party is "the leading and guiding force of Soviet society and the nucleus of its political system." 
The vote is seen as the first step in a process that will eventually lead to a break with the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the formation of an independent body. 

In Czechoslovakia, hundreds of thousands of citizens, led by two new organizations, 
Civic Forum and Public Against Violence, demonstrated in Wenceslas Square against a new 
government that was made up of 16 Communists, two members of parties historically aligned 
with the Communists, and three independents. The demonstrators, who have threatened a 
nationwide strike unless an acceptable government is named, forced the resignation of Ladislav 
Adamec, who had been Prime Minister since October 1988. His ouster followed those of 
Communist Party boss Milos Jakes, former Prague party chief Miroslav Stepan, and Communist 
officials who had helped to crush a liberalization movement in 1968. 

Saving Socialism 

Resignations of Communist Party chiefs have also come fast and furious in East 
Germany. Not only have former party boss Erich Honecker and some of his cronies been placed 
under arrest for corruption, but Egon Krenz was stripped of power less than six weeks after he 
replaced Honecker. Named to succeed Krenz as head of state was Liberal Democratic Party 
leader Manfred Gerlach, who, though touted as a non-communist, was a co-founder of the 
Communist Party's Free German Youth organization in Leipzig and a member of its central 
council from 1949 to 1959. The head of the group at that time was Erich Honecker. 

A 25-member committee of Communists was running East Germany as we went to press. 
The committee's goal, according to its spokesman, an East Berlin lawyer named Gregor Gysi, is 
"to form a modern socialist party guided by the rank and file. We want to save this country. We 
want to save socialism." Meanwhile, Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze has 
condemned a West German plan for reunification of Germany, calling it "fraught with dangerous 
consequences" and a threat to "stability and peace in Europe." 

-- JAMES J. DRUMMEY 


AMERICAN OPINION Domestic Scoreboard - A 
state-by-state survey 


ROBERT W. LEE 


Our state-by-state survey is based on the best recent information available as we write. It 
is important to keep in mind that a number of the issues mentioned (such as abortion and gun 
control) are in a constant state of legislative and/or judicial flux. In some instances, for example, 
state abortion and parental notification statutes will have been modified or struck down by the 
courts. 

The Conservative Index (CI) ratings for each state's congressional delegation are based 
on cumulative figures for the two Indexes (30 key votes) published to date by THE NEW 
AMERICAN for the 101st Congress. 

ALALBAMA 

On January 14th it was announced that, after 13 years of federal control, the Camelia 
State's prison system would be returned to state jurisdiction. In 1976, a federal judge had used 
the phrase "jungle atmosphere" to describe the prisons. In December 1988, another judge ruled 
that conditions had improved dramatically. 
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On April 4th liberal Democrat Glen Browder captured a special election to fill the 
congressional seat left vacant by the death of Representative Bill Nichols (D). 

A pre-Roe v. Wade statute bans abortion (except to preserve the life or health of the 
mother). Either parental consent or a court order is required before minors may undergo abortion. 
Both houses of the legislature are pro-life, as is Governor Guy Hunt [R]. In 1985 there were 262 
abortions per 1,000 live births (26th). The death penalty for murder has been imposed seven 
times since 1976 (four times to date in 1989). 

There were no major changes in the tax laws. Alabama is a right-to-work state. A waiting 
period is required for the purchase of a handgun. The CI average for its congressional delegation 
is 53 (16th). 

ALASKA 

At 12:04 a.m. (EST) on March 24th, the tanker Exxon Valdez, loaded with 1,260,000 
barrels of crude oil, ran aground on Bligh Reef in the Gulf of Alaska, 25 miles from Valdez. 
Some 240,000 barrels of the crude were spilled, making it the largest oil spill in U.S. History. On 
May 22nd Captain Joseph Hazelwood was indicted on three counts of criminal mischief by a 
state grand jury. In remembrance of the prior "ecological purity" of Prince William Sound, 
Governor Steve Cowper [D] led Alaskans in five minutes of silence on April 23rd. On May 8th 
he signed legislation eliminating major tax breaks for oil companies (it will cost them an 
estimated $2 billion over the next two decades). 

A pre-Roe v. Wade law requires a woman to live in the state for at least 30 days prior to 
undergoing an abortion. Parental consent is required before minors undergo abortions. Both 
houses of the legislature favor legalized abortion, as does Governor Cowper. In 1985, there were 
153 abortions per 1,000 live births (42nd). The state has no death penalty. 

Cigarette and oil production taxes were increased in 1989. Expected revenue 
"enhancement" in Fiscal 1990: $242.2 million. The firearms laws are reasonable, as might be 
expected in a state unofficially nicknamed The Last Frontier. The CI average for its 
congressional delegation is 62 (6th). 


ARIZONA 

On September 22nd Governor Rose Mofford [D] signed legislation designating January 
19th as a state holiday to honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The controversial bill had passed the 
Senate by a single vote the day before. Meanwhile, feisty former Governor Evan Mecham (who 
was impeached and removed from office in 1988 shortly before being cleared by a jury of 
trumped-up criminal. charges) announced his candidacy for Governor in 1990. 

An extremist "animal rights" organization calling itself the Animal Liberation Front 
claimed responsibility for two early morning fires that caused an estimated $100,000 damage at 
the University of Arizona on April 3rd. The self-styled humanitarians freed sundry experimental 
animals, including about 30 mice carrying the disease cryptosporidium, which has on occasion 
proved fatal to children and immuno-suppressed individuals (such as AIDS patients). 

No abortion may be performed in the Grand Canyon State after viability unless necessary 
to preserve the life or health of the mother. (A pre-Roe v. Wade law makes an exception only to 
save the mother's life). The legislature is divided on the issue. Governor Mofford has vowed to 
veto any anti-abortion legislation. She refused to sign (but did not veto) a 1989 parental consent 
law. In 1985 there were 263 abortions per 1,000 live births (24th). The death penalty for murder 
is available, but has not been imposed. 

The personal income tax credit was extended in 1989 (to offset some of the windfall 
resulting from federal tax reform). The personal income tax was increased by reducing 
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deductions (including the state pension exclusion). The property tax was increased and the sales 
tax was extended to mail order sales. Expected revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 1990: $91.6 
billion. 

Arizona is a right-to-work state. Its firearms laws are reasonable. The CI average for its 
congressional delegation is 61 (7th). 

ARKANSAS 

In September it was learned that, to enhance racial balance, the Little Rock School 
District was using taxis to transport as many as 140 students either to schools outside the district 
or coming into the district from isolated areas (at a projected cost this year of $250,000). In the 
Pulaski County Special School District, one student was being taxied at a daily round-trip cost of 
$64. 

No abortion may be performed in the Land of Opportunity State after viability unless 
necessary to preserve the mother's life or health, or unless it is the result of rape or incest 
perpetrated on a minor. With certain exceptions, parents must be notified before minors undergo 
abortion. The legislature is considered to be pro-life. Governor Bill Clinton [D] favors legalized 
abortion, but has said he opposes state funding of abortion. He signed the parental notification 
bill on March 1, 1989, but had vetoed a similar measure less than a week earlier. In 1985, there 
were 187 abortions per 1,000 live births (38th). The death penalty for murder is available but has 
not been imposed. 

The motor fuel tax was increased and a new tourism tax was enacted in 1989. Expected 
revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 1989: $9.4 million. In early November, a special session of the 
legislature refused to approve a temporary 2 percent income tax surcharge ($16 million) to fund 
an anti-drug campaign proposed by the Governor. 

Arkansas is a right-to-work state. Its firearms laws are reasonable. The CI average for its 
congressional delegation is 40 (35th). 

CALIFORNIA 

On October 17th a 15-second earthquake (at 7.1 on the Richter Scale, the most powerful 
to hit the state since 1906) struck the San Francisco Bay area just prior to the third game of the 
World Series between the Oakland Athletics and the San Francisco Giants. Sixty-seven persons 
were killed, scores were injured, and damage was estimated at $7 billion. A section of the Bay 
Bridge between San Francisco and Oakland dropped like a gangplank. Raging fires burned in the 
Marina district. Most deadly of all, a span of the Nimitz Freeway (Interstate 880 overpass) in 
Oakland collapsed, killing 42. 

On June 15th Representative Tony Coelho [D] resigned from Congress (and from his 
post as House Majority Whip) rather than face an expected probe into his finances. On 
September 12th, Democrat Gary Condit won the special election to fill the vacancy. 

On May 30th the San Francisco Board of Supervisors approved (and on June 5th Mayor 
Art Agnos signed) a city ordinance granting legal recognition to "domestic partnerships" of 
unmarried couples (whether heterosexual or homosexual). In November, voters repealed the 
measure by a narrow margin. In Irvine, voters approved a measure to remove the words "sexual 
orientation" from the city's human rights ordinance, thereby ending its applicability to 
homosexuals. In Concord, voters repealed a recent ordinance that banned discrimination against 
AIDS patients. 

On May 4th the state Supreme Court unanimously upheld most provisions of Proposition 
103, the controversial measure (approved by voters in 1988) that slashed property and casualty 
insurance rates by 20 percent statewide. The court did, however, strike down a proviso that 
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allowed exemptions from the rate rollback only when an insurer was on the verge of insolvency. 
Exemptions are now permitted to insurers who demonstrate that the new rates are "inadequate" 
to assure a "fair and reasonable profit." 

On September 14th the California Air Resources Board adopted a new anti-smog 
measure mandating computerized smog-alert systems in new cars by 1994. The board estimated 
that smog in Los Angeles would be reduced by 10 percent, at a cost of $45 per vehicle. 

No abortions may be performed after the 20th week of pregnancy (there are no 
restrictions before then). A pre-Roe v. Wade statute requires that abortions be performed in 
hospitals after approval by hospital committees that must find that the pregnancy either resulted 
from rape or incest or that it gravely impairs the physical or mental health of the mother. The 
Assembly and Senate are closely divided on the issue. Governor George Deukmejian [D] is 
pro-life. In 1985 there were 646 abortions per 1,000 live births (1st). The death penalty for 
murder is available but has not been imposed. 

The gasoline tax was increased in 1989 (contingent on a June 1990 referendum to amend 
the state's spending limitation). Fiscal 1990 revenues will be "enhanced" by about $9.4 million if 
the increase stands. A 13-month, 0.25 percent increase in the sales tax has been signed into law 
to help pay for earthquake repairs. 

The firearms laws require a waiting period prior to purchasing a handgun. Handgun 
purchases from dealers are recorded with the police. On May 24th Governor Deukmejian signed 
legislation banning so-called "assault weapons" (including certain rifles, pistols, and shotguns), 
making California the first state to do so. The new law was a response to the January 17th 
rampage by Patrick Edward Purdy, who used a Chinese-made AK-47 rifle to fire on a group of 
schoolchildren in Stockton. 

The CI average for the Golden State's congressional delegation is 40 (35th). 


COLORADO 

On February 13th, staunch conservative Senator William L. Armstrong (R) announced 
that he would not seek election to a third term in 1990. 

The home schooling climate in Colorado improved during 1989 in the wake of a law 
passed in 1988 which recognizes "the primary right and obligation of the parent to the proper 
education and training for children under his care and supervision." describes home schooling as 
a "legitimate alternative to classroom attendance for the instruction of children," and subjects 
home schools "only to minimum state controls which are currently applicable to other forms of 
non-public education." Previously, the state's home schoolers had either to be certified teachers 
or undergo onerous approval procedures. 

A pre-Roe v. Wade statute requires that abortions be performed in hospitals following 
approval by a hospital board. Both houses of the legislature favor legalized abortion by narrow 
margins. So does Governor Roy Romer [D]. In 1985 there were 282 abortions per 1,000 live 
births (23rd). The death penalty for murder is available but has not been imposed. 

The gasoline tax and personal income tax on military pensions were increased in 1989. 
Expected Fiscal 1990 revenue "enhancement": $70.9 million. 

The Centennial State's firearms laws are reasonable, although a Denver ordinance that 
went into effect on November 15th bans the sale of more than 30 models of semi-automatic 
weapons. Opponents of the measure have promised a court fight. 

The CI average for its congressional delegation is 57 (11th). 


CONNECTICUT 


A pre-Roe v. Wade pro-life statute is unlikely to be revived (or will be extensively 
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modified), since both houses of the legislature support legalized abortion by slim majorities. 
Governor William O'Neill [D] is personally opposed to abortion, but is listed as "pro-choice" by 
some abortionist organizations. In 1985 there were 449 abortions per 1,000 live births (Sth). The 
death penalty for murder is available but has not been imposed. 

The corporate income tax, sales tax (at 8 percent the nation's highest), capital gains tax, 
dividend and interest tax, cigarette tax, alcoholic beverage tax, real estate transfer tax, and 
petroleum gross receipts tax were all increased in 1989. The Nutmeg State has no personal 
income tax on earned income, but pressures are mounting to impose one. The sales tax base was 
expanded to cover mail order sales and many additional services. Total Fiscal 1990 revenues are 
expected to rise by $802 million. 

A waiting period is required prior to purchasing a handgun. The CI average for the 
congressional delegation is 29 (45th). 

DELAWARE 

The legislature relaxed the abortion laws prior to Roe v. Wade and is unlikely to 
strengthen them, although both houses are closely divided on the issue. According to his staff, 
Governor Michael N. Castle (R) supports Roe v. Wade. Minors may obtain abortions without 
parental consent. In 1985 there were 507 abortions per 1,000 live births (4th). The death penalty 
for murder is available but has not been imposed. 

There were no major changes in the tax laws during 1989. The state's firearms laws are 
reasonable. 

The CI average for its congressional delegation is 51 (19th). 

FLORIDA 

A riot erupted in the predominantly black Overtown section of Miami on January 16th 
after a black motorcyclist was killed by a Hispanic police officer. 

No abortion may be performed in the last trimester of pregnancy unless two physicians 
certify that it is necessary to preserve the mother's life or health. In 1989, the state supreme court 
struck down a parental consent law that the legislature had approved in 1988. Governor Bob 
Martinez (R), who is pro-life, called a special session on October 10th and 11th to consider a 
package of pro-life proposals. All were stifled in committee before they could reach the floor for 
full debate. Both houses are considered to be pro-life, but many legislators were apparently 
intimidated by the pro-abortion hoopla following the Supreme Court's July 3rd Webster decision. 
In 1985 there were 324 abortions per 1000 live births (16th). 

A special election to fill the House seat of Representative Claude Pepper [D], who died 
on May 30th after 26 years in the House (preceded by 14 years in the Senate), was won by 
Republican Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, the first Cuban-American ever elected to Congress and a 
staunchly pro-life former state senator. 

The death penalty has been imposed for murder 21 times since 1976 (twice to date in 
1989). In the most widely publicized execution of the year, Theodore (Ted) Bundy was put to 
death on January 24th at the Florida State Prison. He had been convicted of kidnapping and 
murdering a 12-year-old girl and two Florida State University coeds (three of his many victims). 

On October 20th, the U.S. Senate convicted federal Judge Alcee L. Hastings (of the U.S. 
District Court for Northern Florida) of taking part in a bribery plot. Hastings, who had been 
impeached by the House on August 3, 1988, became the sixth federal judge in U.S. history 
removed from office by the impeachment process. 

The sales tax exemption for transient rentals was repealed, the base of the insurance 
premiums tax was broadened, and a new charge was imposed on rental cars in 1989. Expected 
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revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 1990: $77.5 million. 

Florida is a right-to-work state. Its firearms laws are reasonable, although some localities 
require a waiting period prior to purchasing a handgun. On June 20th the legislature approved a 
bill (the first in the nation) mandating strict penalties for any gun owner whose firearm is used in 
a fatal or serious-injury accidental shooting by a child under age 17. The CI average for the 
Sunshine State's congressional delegation is 54 (14th). 

GEORGIA 

On March 2nd, the state supreme court struck down Atlanta's affirmative action program 
for minority contractors, which had set a goal of 35 percent participation by women, blacks, 
Hispanics, and Asians in all city-financed construction projects. 

On June 20th former Representative Pat Swindall [R] was convicted on nine counts of 
perjury regarding testimony he had given in a federal money-laundering investigation. On 
August 28th, he was sentenced to one year in prison and fined $30,450. 

No abortion may be performed after the second trimester unless two physicians certify 
that it is necessary to preserve the mother's life or health. Both houses of the legislature are 
regarded as pro-life. Governor Joe Frank Harris (D) opposes abortion except in cases of rape, 
incest, or danger to the mother's life or health. In 1988 a federal court blocked a parental consent 
law passed that year. In 1985 there were 371 abortions per 1000 live births (11th). The death 
penalty has been imposed for murder 14 times since 1976. 

In 1989 the sales tax was increased (unprocessed food was exempted) and the sales tax 
base was expanded to cover mail order sales. Expected revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 1990: 
$687 million. 

Georgia is a right-to-work state. Its firearms laws are reasonable. The CI average for its 
congressional delegation is 44 (29th). 

HAWAITI 

Home schools are operating smoothly under new regulations passed in July of last year, 
which removed all parental qualification and approval restrictions and emphasized that they "are 
not intended to violate the rights and convictions of parents to home school their children." 
According to the Home School Legal Defense Association, the Aloha State's regulations, "in 
terms of parental rights," are the best "that any State Department of Education has passed 
regarding home schooling." 

The state's pre-Roe V. Wade statute requires that abortions be performed in hospitals and 
that pregnant women be physically present in the state for at least 90 days before undergoing an 
abortion. There are no parental consent restrictions. Both houses of the legislature favor legalized 
abortion by a wide margin. Governor John Waihee [D] is personally opposed but favors 
legalization. In 1985 there were 310 abortions per 1,000 live births (19th). The state has no death 
penalty. 

The personal income tax was reduced in 1989 by cutting rates, increasing the standard 
deduction, providing a child care credit, and liberalizing renter-credit eligibility. Also, a one-time 
income tax rebate was implemented. Expected revenue reduction in Fiscal 1990: $174 million. 

Firearms (including rifles and shotguns) must be registered and a permit is required to 
purchase and carry a handgun. The CI average for the congressional delegation of Hawaii is 19 
(50th). 

IDAHO 

No abortions may be performed in the Gem State after viability unless necessary to 

preserve the mother's life. An unmarried minor may not undergo an abortion until 24 hours after 
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her parents are notified. Both houses of the legislature oppose abortion by wide margins. 
Governor Cecil D. Andrus [D] says that he is personally opposed to abortion but has not said 
what he will do if Roe v. Wade is overturned. In 1985 there were 128 abortions per 1,000 live 
births (46th). The death penalty for murder is available but has not been imposed. 

In 1989 a tax was enacted on illegal drugs and the sales tax was extended to mail order 
sales (offset somewhat by a tax exemption for certain vehicles). 

The state's firearms laws are reasonable. Idaho is one of the three states that has declined 
to approve a holiday honoring controversial "civil rights" activist Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
The CI average for its congressional delegation is 84 (2nd). 

ILLINOIS 

On April 3rd, Richard M. Daley (D) was elected Mayor of Chicago, a post which his 
father (Richard J. Daley) once held for 21 years. 

On September Sth, the Chicago school system (the nation's third largest) began preparing 
to operate under a new plan intended to shift control to parent-led councils at each of the city's 
540 elementary and secondary schools. By September 27th, 7,972 parents were vying for the 
3,240 available council seats. Home schools continued to flourish in the Prairie State. The 
favorable climate is based on a 40-year-old state supreme court decision that allows home 
schools to operate as private schools, which are unregulated. To date, attempts to impose onerous 
restrictions on home schools have failed. In April, a bill that would have required home 
schoolers to register with the government school system and comply with state Department of 
Education regulations (which had not yet been drafted) was defeated. 

No abortion may be performed after viability except to preserve the life or health of the 
mother. (A pre-Roe v. Wade law makes abortion illegal except to save the mother's life). The 
legislature is on record declaring that the "unborn child is a human being from the time of 
conception and is, therefore, a legal person for purposes of the laws and Constitution of this 
State." An unmarried minor must wait 48 hours before undergoing an abortion and must have 
either a court order or the consent of both parents (or one if the other is not available). Both 
houses of the legislature are considered to be pro-life. Governor James Thompson [R] has vetoed 
numerous anti-abortion bills. In 1985 there were 343 abortions per 1,000 live births (14th). The 
death penalty for murder is available but has not been imposed. 

The corporate income tax, motor fuel tax, cigarette tax, and real estate transfer tax were 
all increased in 1989. The sales tax was extended to canned computer software. Expected 
revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 1990: $1.1 billion. 

A waiting period is required to purchase handguns, which are banned entirely in 
Evanston, Oak Park, and Morton Grove. Chicago's handgun ban allows firearms registered prior 
to the law to stay but bars the entry of new ones. 

The CI average for the congressional delegation is 38 (38th). 


INDIANA 

In a major upset, ultra-liberal Democrat Jill Lynette Long secured 50.7 percent of the 
vote to capture the House seat previously held by Senator Dan Coats (R) and, before him, by 
Vice President Dan Quayle. 

No abortion may be performed after viability unless necessary to preserve the life or 
physical health of the mother (from "substantial permanent impairments"). A minor must have 
written consent of at least one parent (or a court order) before undergoing an abortion. Both 
houses of the legislature are considered to be pro-life. Governor Robert D. Orr [R] has said that 
he is personally opposed to abortion (and government funding of abortion), but he is listed as 
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"pro-choice" by some pro-abortion sources. In 1985 there were 188 abortions per 1000 live 
births (37th). The death penalty has been imposed twice for murder since 1976. 

The legislature enacted a new tax on Financial institutions in 1989. Resulting revenue is 
expected to be less than $1 million in Fiscal 1990. 

A waiting period is required prior to purchasing a handgun. The Hoosier State is 
considered most favorable for home schooling. The CI average for its congressional delegation is 
50 (21st). 

IOWA 

A United Airlines DC-10 jumbo jet, which had lost its entire hydraulic capability, 
crashed at Sioux City municipal airport on July 19th during an emergency landing. When it hit 
the ground, the jet cartwheeled, broke into pieces, and burst into flames. Miraculously, 184 of the 
296 persons on board survived, including Captain Alfred C. Haynes and his crew, who were 
subsequently lauded as heroes for their cool-headed ingenuity in maneuvering the crippled 
aircraft to the airport. 

In February, Chief Justice Harold Vietor of the U.S. District Court for Southern Iowa 
ruled that prisoners at the Iowa Men's Reformatory in Anamosa should have access to the same 
magazines available to other Iowans. To comply, the prison designated an official porno reading 
room. 

Abortion is barred in the Hawkeye State after the second trimester, except to preserve the 
life or health of the mother. The legislature is divided on the issue (the House narrowly favors 
legalized abortion; the Senate is slightly pro-life). Governor Terry Branstad [R] is staunchly 
pro-life, believing that "life begins at conception." In 1985 there were 145 abortions per 1000 
live births (43rd). The state has no death penalty. 

The personal income tax standard deduction was "indexed" in 1989, an earned income 
tax credit was enacted, and the capital gains tax was reformed. Also, the income tax treatment of 
state and federal pensions was revised and a temporary cigarette tax increase was allowed to 
expire. Expected revenue reduction in Fiscal 1990: $7 million. 

Iowa is a right-to-work state. Its climate for home schools is among the least favorable 
(they are required to have government-certified teachers). A permit is required to purchase a 
handgun. The CI average for its congressional delegation is 48 (24th). 

KANSAS 

The Sunflower State's pre-Roe v. Wade statute precludes abortion unless three physicians 
certify that there is a risk to the mother's life or health, that ;the child would be born with a 
physical or mental defect, or that the pregnancy resulted from rape or incest. Both houses of the 
legislature are closely divided. Governor Mike Hayden [R] has taken no position but is believed 
to lean toward pro-life. In 1985 there were 164 abortions per 1000 live births (40th). The state 
has no death penalty. 

In 1989, personal income tax rates were reduced, a corporate child care credit was 
approved, the property tax "circuit-breaker" was increased, and a credit was enacted to lessen the 
impact of property tax increases resulting from reassessment. Such reductions were offset by 
increases in the sales and motor fuel taxes. Overall expected revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 
1990: $11.3 million. 

Kansas is a right-to-work state. Its firearms laws are reasonable (although permits to 
carry concealed weapons are not available to civilians). Some localities require a waiting period 
prior to purchasing a handgun. The CI average for its congressional delegation is 54 (14th). 

KENTUCKY 
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In June, the state supreme court ruled that the state's property-tax based system for 
financing government schools was unconstitutional due to disparities between rich and poor 
districts. The climate for home schooling is among the nation's most favorable. 

No abortion may be performed after viability unless necessary to preserve the mother's 
life or health. The legislature has declared its intent to ban abortion entirely if Roe v. Wade is 
overturned. An unemancipated minor must have the consent of at least one parent (or a court 
order) before submitting to an abortion. Both houses of the legislature are pro-life. Governor 
Wallace Wilkerson [D] opposes abortion except to save the mother's life and in cases of rape or 
incest. In 1985 there were 61 abortions per 1000 live births (49th). The death penalty for murder 
is available but has not been imposed. 

The firearms laws are reasonable, although concealed weapons may not be carried even 
in one's own home. (Firearms in glove compartments, locked or unlocked, are not considered 
"concealed.") A highly publicized killing spree occurred in Louisville on September 14th when 
Joseph T. Wesbecker killed seven and wounded 13 others using an AK-47 rifle and 9-millimeter 
pistol. 

The CI average for the Bluegrass State's congressional delegation is 63 (5th). 

LOUISIANA 

Since his election in 1987, Governor Buddy Roemer [D] has tried to abolish useless 
boards and commissions, but it has not been easy. On occasion he has withheld funding and 
refused to make appointments, but legislative action is required to abolish some entities. In 1989, 
some 66 boards were abolished. 

On February 18th David Duke, a former Grand Wizard of the Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan, was elected to the state House of Representatives as a Republican. Duke, who currently 
heads the National Association for the Advancement of White People, ran on a platform 
emphasizing such issues as "affirmative action problems and the rising welfare underclass." 

A pre-Roe v. Wade law bans abortion. Presently, no abortion may be performed after 
viability except to preserve the mother's life or health. An unemancipated minor must have either 
a court order or a notarized statement of consent from at least one parent prior to undergoing an 
abortion. Both houses oppose abortion by substantial margins (on July 6th, the House, and the 
next day the Senate, approved a non-binding resolution asking the state's district attorneys to 
begin enforcing the strict pre-Roe law). Governor Roemer is pro-life (as a Congressman, he 
voted to bar federal funding of abortion unless the mother's life is endangered). In 1985 there 
were 223 abortions per 1000 live births (35th). The death penalty has been imposed for murder 
18 times since 1976. 

On April 28th Pelican State voters defeated a major tax package proposed by the 
Governor which would have increased personal income taxes (while cutting business and sale 
taxes) to increase state revenues by some $500 million. A "temporary" 3 percent sales tax on 
food, drugs, and utilities was extended by the legislature, but was to be reduced to 2 percent after 
6 months. Expected revenue reduction in Fiscal 1990: $66 million. 

Louisiana is a right-to-work state. Its firearms laws are reasonable. The CI average for its 
congressional delegation is 58 (9th). 

MAINE 

No abortion may be performed in the Pine Tree State after viability unless necessary to 
preserve the mother's life or health. An unemancipated minor may not undergo an abortion until 
24 hours after a parent has been notified. Both houses of the legislature narrowly favor legalized 
abortion. Governor John McKernan [R], according to his staff, "fully supports Roe v. Wade." In 
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1985 there were 263 abortions per 1000 live births (24th). The state has no death penalty. 

In November voters endorsed non-binding referenda calling on the Navy to stop testing 
Tomahawk cruise missiles over the state and ratifying a contract to dispose of nuclear waste at a 
Nevada facility. The personal income tax was reduced (and reformed) in 1989, while the 
property tax circuit-breaker was increased and a homestead credit and corporate investment tax 
credit were enacted. Such reductions were partially offset by extension of the sales tax to video 
tape, equipment rentals, and long-term hotel and property rentals, and increases in the cigarette, 
alcoholic beverage, and motor fuel taxes. Expected revenue reductions in Fiscal 1990: $10.8 
million. 

The state's firearms laws are reasonable. The CI average for its congressional delegation 
is 32 (41st). 

MARYLAND 

On January 30th, the state Senate Executive Nominations Committee approved 
appointees to the new board that will interpret the new handgun control law approved in a 
controversial 1988 referendum. The law authorizes the board to decide which handguns have a 
legitimate use and may be sold or manufactured in Maryland beginning in 1990. By early 
October, the board had voted to approve 627 handguns, tentatively reject 34 others, and ban two. 
A waiting period will be required prior to purchasing a board-approved handgun. 

On March 7th the state court of appeals unanimously overturned the murder conviction of 
a man whose trial was "tainted" because sheriffs deputies, believing he had AIDS, handled him 
with rubber gloves (as the judge in the case had authorized). 

A pre-Roe v. Wade statute prohibits abortions except in hospitals when continued 
pregnancy threatens the mother's life, her physical or mental health, when the pregnancy resulted 
from rape, or when the child is likely to be born with grave and permanent physical deformity or 
mental retardation. Before performing abortions on unemancipated minors, a physician must 
(with certain exceptions) notify at least one parent. Both houses of the legislature are closely 
divided. Governor Donald Schaefer [D] ran in 1986 on a platform favoring legalized (and 
expanded Medicaid funding of) abortion. He signed legislation levying stiff fines and prison 
terms for pro-life rescue operations. In 1985 there were 359 abortions per 1000 live births (13th). 
The death penalty for murder is available but has not been imposed. 

The income tax personal exemption was increased in 1989, and other income tax 
provisions were modified to reduce revenues in Fiscal 1990 by some $36.7 million. 

The CI average for the congressional delegation is 31 (43rd). 


MASSACHUSETTS 

On August 25th, Representative Barney Frank (D) confirmed a Washington Times report 
that he had hired a male prostitute with a criminal record to serve as a "personal aide" in 1985. 
Frank, an acknowledged homosexual and outspoken advocate of higher ethical standards in 
government, claimed that he did not know that Gobie was running a prostitution ring out of his 
(Frank's) Washington D.C. apartment. The Washington Times for October 13th reported charges 
that Frank had "told his party's leaders in the House that he will not resign voluntarily under any 
circumstances and that if he is forced to quit his seat. he will take a number of fellow 
congressmen with him by exposing their personal indiscretions." On November 17th, it was 
reported that the Ethics Committee would delay its investigation until early 1990. 

On November 15th. Governor Michael Dukakis [D] signed into law a measure banning 
discrimination against homosexuals in housing. employment, and credit. Two days later, 
opponents filed petitions with the Secretary of State seeking a referendum to overturn the law. 
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In November, the nation's leading Wall Street credit rating firm. Moody's Investors 
Service lowered the state's credit rating from "A" to "Baal." the worst for any state. By late 
November. the state was running an estimated Fiscal 1990 deficit of at least $721 million (the 
actual state deficit stands at well over $2 billion). 

In July. the state income tax was raised from 5.0 to 5.75 percent (opponents of the 
"temporary" increase, which runs through December 31, 1990, hope to have it repealed by 
referendum next November). A tax package conjured up by the Governor and his allies in early 
November sought to raise another $885 million by hiking sundry other taxes and fees. Public 
outrage convinced the legislature to drop it, at least for now. 

During his campaign as the Democratic nominee for president in 1988, Governor 
Dukakis had boasted of the "Massachusetts Miracle." On November 14th, he acknowledged that 
the miracle is over (his personal popularity rating in the polls has fallen to 15 percent, the lowest 
for any governor in the state's history). He has announced that he will not seek another term. 

No abortions are allowed after the 24th week of pregnancy unless necessary to save the 
life or preserve the health of the mother. An abortion may not be performed on an 
unemancipated minor unless she first obtains a court order or the consent of a parent. The 
legislature is considered to be pro-life (the House more so than the Senate). Governor Dukakis 
favors legalized abortion and has appointed abortion advocates to all social service, cabinet, and 
commissioner posts. In 1985 there were 430 abortions per 1000 live births (7th). The state has no 
death penalty. 

In addition to the personal income tax hike, the real estate transfer tax was increased in 
1989. Expected revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 1990: $494 million. 

With few exceptions. a permit is required to purchase (or carry) a rifle or shotgun. All 
gun owners must be licensed. 

The CI average for the Bay State's congressional delegation is 21 (49th). 


MICHIGAN 

On March 6th the U.S. Supreme Court struck down a Michigan law requiring that 7 
percent of state contracts be awarded to minority-owned (and 5 percent to women-owned) 
businesses. 

A pre-Roe v. Wade statute bars abortion except to save the mother's life. In 1988, voters 
approved a ban on Medicaid-financed abortions except to save the mother's life. Both houses of 
the legislature oppose abortion by wide margins, but Governor James Blanchard [D] believes 
that it should be a woman's prerogative. The Wolverine State's pro-life forces are among the 
most effective in the nation. In 1985 there were 309 abortions per 1000 live births (20th). The 
state has no death penalty. 

The income tax was extended to lottery winnings, a move expected to increase Fiscal 
1990 revenues by some $10 million. In November, voters rejected two proposals to increase the 
state sales tax to raise $400 million for schools (See page 17). The climate for home schooling is 
dreary. 

A permit is required to purchase a handgun, which must also be registered. Pellet guns 
are considered firearms, and no person under age 18 may possess or use a BB gun beyond the 
yard of his home unless accompanied by an adult. 

The CI average for the congressional delegation is 32 (41st). 


MINNESOTA 
No abortion may be performed in the Gopher State after 20 weeks unless necessary to 
preserve the life or health of the mother. An unemancipated minor may not submit to an abortion 
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until at least 48 hours after written notice is delivered to both parents (or one, if the other is not 
available), unless her life is at stake or she declares that she is a victim of neglect and physical or 
sexual abuse (a court challenge of the law is underway). Both houses of the legislature oppose 
abortion by wide margins. Governor Rudy Perpich [DFL] is also pro-life (but he has not 
appointed pro-life judges). In 1985 there were 262 abortions per 1000 live births (26th). The 
state has no death penalty. 

A number of tax changes were approved by the legislature in 1989 but vetoed by the 
Governor. 

The climate for home schooling is favorable. A permit and waiting period are required to 
purchase a handgun. The manufacture and sale of so-called "Saturday Night Specials" are barred. 

The CI average for the congressional delegation is 44 (29th). 


MISSISSIPPI 

On October 25th Governor Ray Mabus [D] announced his controversial new education 
proposals. The package, consisting of 35 new programs, carries an estimated cost of $499 
million. Two-thirds of the amount is projected to come from increased tax collections from an 
expanding economy, the balance from a state lottery that the Governor hopes will be approved 
and in place by July 1990. The last major reforms in education were approved in 1982 when, the 
legislature approved compulsory school attendance. The state's home-schooling climate is among 
the nation's most favorable. 

On November 3rd, federal Judge Walter L. Nixon, Jr. was convicted by the Senate of two 
counts of perjury related to interviews with federal agents and a grand jury in 1984. He had been 
impeached by the House on May 10th. A trial in 1986 resulted in his conviction on the same 
counts. He was sentenced to two concurrent five-year prison terms. After exhausting his appeals, 
he began serving the sentence in March of this year and was recently paroled. He refused to 
resign from the bench and, even when in prison, continued to draw his $89,500 annual salary. He 
became the seventh federal judge removed by impeachment in U.S. history (the second this 
year). 

On August 13th, conservative Congressman Larkin Smith (R) died in a plane crash. On 
October 17th, Democrat Gene Taylor (who is staunchly pro-life) won a special election to fill the 
seat. For the first time in 17 years, all five Magnolia State House seats are held by Democrats. 

A pre-Roe v. Wade statute bars abortion unless the mother's life is threatened or the 
pregnancy resulted from rape. An unemancipated minor must have either a court order or the 
consent of both parents (or one, if the other is unavailable) before undergoing an abortion. Both 
houses of the legislature are pro-life. Governor Mabus has declined to take a position on the 
issue. In 1985 there were 122 abortions per 1000 live births (47th). The death penalty has been 
imposed for murder four times since 1976. 

Other than an increase in the motor fuel tax resulting from prior legislation, there were no 
major tax changes in 1989. Expected revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 1990: $16.7 million. 

Mississippi is a right-to-work state. Its firearms laws are reasonable. The CI average for 
its congressional delegation is 56 (12th). 

MISSOURI 

The Supreme Court's June 3rd Webster v. Reproductive Health Services decision 
involved the Show Me State's third anti-abortion law since 1973. The law upheld by the High 
Court declares that life begins at conception; prohibits government employees from performing 
abortions unless the mother's life is threatened; precludes the use of tax dollars to finance 
abortion counseling; bars the use of government buildings as abortuaries; and requires doctors, 
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before aborting babies older than 19 weeks, to perform tests to determine if they could survive 
separation from their mothers. Both houses of the legislature are pro-life. Governor John 
Ashcroft [R] is one of the nation's strongest pro-life governors. In 1985 there were 254 abortions 
per 1000 live births (29th). The death penalty has been imposed once for murder since 1976. 

On October 30th, the Supreme Court was asked to hear another important Missouri case. 
In 1987 a federal judge ordered that local property taxes be doubled in Kansas City to finance a 
court-ordered school desegregation plan. The issue: can federal courts order tax increases to 
finance their edicts or do such non-legislated tax hikes amount to "taxation without 
representation?" 

A revenue loss from revision of the treatment of state and federal pensions will be more 
than offset by increases in the sales and corporate income taxes (both to finance refunds to 
federal pension recipients). Expected revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 1990: $99 million. In 
November, St. Louis voters rejected a 4-cent sales tax increase to fund the city's symphony. 

The home schooling climate is favorable. A permit is required to purchase a handgun. 
The CI average for the congressional delegation is 49 (22nd). 

MONTANA 

No abortion may be performed after viability unless necessary to preserve the mother's 
life or health. Unemancipated minors may not obtain an abortion without a parent's consent. The 
House is narrowly pro-life, the Senate comfortably so. Governor Ted Schwinden [D] is also 
pro-life. In 1985 there were 244 abortions per 1000 live births (30th). The death penalty for 
murder is available, but has not been imposed. 

In 1989 the personal and corporate income taxes were increased for one year (to fund 
education), and the cigarette tax was hiked. Also, the base of the insurance premiums tax was 
expanded. Such increases were partially offset by a modest child-care tax credit. Expected 
revenue "enhancement" in fiscal 1990: $19.4 million. 

The Treasure State's firearms laws are reasonable and its climate for home schools is 
favorable. It is one of three states that has not approved a holiday honoring Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. The CI average for its congressional delegation is 58 (9th). 

NEBRASKA 

Present law precludes abortion in the Cornhusker State after viability unless necessary to 
preserve the mother's life or health. Unemancipated minors may not (without a court order) 
obtain abortions until 24 hours after their parents have been notified. The unicameral legislature 
(all members are classified as "Senators") opposes abortion by a substantial margin. Governor 
Kay Orr [R] is pro-life. In 1985 there were 235 abortion per 1000 live births (32nd). The death 
penalty for murder is available, but has not been imposed. 

Personal income tax rates were reduced, the personal exemption was increased, and 
child-care credit was enacted in 1989. But the resulting reductions were more than offset by an 
increase in the motor fuel tax. Expected revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 1990: $17.1 million. 

Nebraska is a right-to-work state. Its firearms laws are reasonable. The CI average for its 
congressional delegation is 51 (19th). 

NEVADA 

Abortions after the 24th week of pregnancy are barred in the Silver State unless necessary 
to preserve the mother's life or health. Unemancipated minors must notify their parents before 
submitting to abortion. The assembly opposes legalized abortion by a narrow margin; the Senate 
is closely divided. Governor Robert Miller [D] personally opposes abortion, but believes 
(according to his staff) that "each individual should make the decisions that affect his or her life." 
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In 1985 there were 407 abortions per 1000 live births (8th). The death penalty has been imposed 
for murder four times since 1976. 

In 1989 a scheduled cigarette tax reduction was scrapped and the existing tax was raised, 
as were the motor fuel, insurance premium, and severance taxes. The sales tax was extended to 
mail order sales. Expected revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 1990: $53.9 million. 

Nevada is a right-to-work state. Its firearms laws are reasonable. The CI average for its 
congressional delegation is 46 (26th). 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

On March 6th, Senator Gordon J. Humphrey (R) announced that he will not seek a third 
term in 1990. "Serving in Congress," the principled conservative legislator asserted, "should not 
be a career." 

On May 26th, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission granted the Seabrook nuclear power 
plant permission to initiate its first start-up for a test run, but only to 5 percent of capacity. 
(Construction of the $6 billion plant began in 1976.) On June 3rd, thousands of demonstrators 
convened at Hampton Beach, then transferred their protest to the plant itself the next day. Some 
650 were arrested, charged with criminal trespass, and released. Commercial operation of the 
plant depends on approval of emergency evacuation plans for surrounding communities in New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts. 

Three pre-Roe v. Wade statutes bar abortion except to save the mother's life; provide 
modest criminal penalties for inducing an abortion; and impose severe penalties if the mother 
dies. The legislature (which favors legalized abortion by a narrow margin) voted in 1989 to 
repeal the three laws, but Governor Judd Gregg [R], who is staunchly pro-life, vetoed the bill. 
The Governor believes that, if Roe v. Wade is repealed, "abortion should not be legal in New 
Hampshire." There is no parental consent statute (the Senate passed one in 1989; the House 
defeated one). In 1985 there were 312 abortions per 1000 live births (18th). The death penalty for 
murder is available, but has not been imposed. 

The cigarette and real estate transfer taxes were increased in 1989. Expected revenue 
"enhancement" in Fiscal 1990: $16.1 million. 

The Granite State's firearms laws are reasonable. It is one of three states that has not 
approved a holiday honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The CI average for its congressional 
delegation is 86 (Ist). 

NEW JERSEY 

The hotly-contested gubernatorial race between liberal Representative James Florio (D) 
and conservative Representative Jim Courter (R) was resolved by a landslide Florio victory. 

Abortion was a key issue. Courter compromised his previously pro-life position, waffled 
on the issue, and alienated a virtual army of pro-life volunteers. It was downhill from there. 
Governor-elect Florio pledged to fight any attempt to restrict abortion-on-demand. 

On October 5th it was announced that the state had taken control of the school system in 
Jersey City, the first time in our nation's history that a state has assumed authority over a local 
school district on grounds that the latter has failed to meet minimum educational standards. The 
move replaces the city's board of education, superintendent, and other top administrators with an 
advisory board that will oversee financial, hiring, administrative, and curriculum decisions. 

There are no anti-abortion statutes on the Garden State's books. The legislature is closely 
divided on the issue (the Senate is considered to be slightly pro-life). As noted above, 
Governor-elect Florio favors legalized abortion. In 1985 there were 297 abortions per 1000 live 
births (21st). The death penalty for murder is available, but has not been imposed. 
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A tax on vehicle leases was "accelerated" in 1989. Expected revenue "enhancement" in 
Fiscal 1990: $110 million. 

A permit and waiting period are required prior to purchasing a handgun. Owners must be 
licensed. A Firearms Purchaser Identification Card is required to buy and/or possess a rifle or 
shotgun. 

The CI average for the congressional delegation of New Jersey is 39 (37th). 

NEW MEXICO 

A pre-Roe v. Wade statute in the Land of Enchantment bars the administration of any 
substance (or use of any means) with the intent to destroy a fetus, unless a hospital board 
determines that the mother's life is threatened or her health is gravely jeopardized, or the child (if 
born) is likely to have a grave physical or mental impairment. The same law requires a minor to 
obtain the consent of one parent before submitting to an abortion. Both houses of the legislature 
narrowly favor legalized abortion (pro-abortionists boast that at least 17 pro-life measures have 
been killed since 1973). Governor Garrey Carruthers [R] is, according to his staff, neither pro- 
nor anti-abortion, but believes the issue is best handled at the federal level so that a uniform 
standard covers the entire nation. In 1985 there were 175 abortions per 1000 live births (39th). 
The death penalty for murder is available, but has not been imposed. 

The motor fuel tax was increased in 1989. Expected revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 
1990: $16.6 million. The state's firearms laws are reasonable. The CI average for its 
congressional delegation is 52 (18th). 

NEW YORK 

After ousting New York City Mayor Ed Koch in the September 12th Democratic 
primary, Manhattan Borough President David Dinkins defeated Republican-Liberal candidate 
Rudolph Giulliani in November to become the city's first black chief executive. 

On July 6th, the state court of appeals ruled that homosexual couples qualify as 
"families" under New York City's rent-control laws. Specifically, the court held that a man who 
had lived with a homosexual partner for ten years was entitled to the latter's rent-controlled 
apartment after he died, even though the city's rent-control guidelines specify that only surviving 
spouses or family members can inherit a lease they had not signed. The ruling will also apply to 
heterosexual couples who live together outside of marriage. 

On April 19th one of the year's most highly-publicized crimes occurred when a 
28-year-old woman was attacked by a gang of youths as she was jogging in Central Park. She 
was beaten unconscious by several of the youths and raped by at least four of them. She 
remained in a coma until May 3rd. Eight suspects were arraigned on April 23rd on attempted 
murder, rape, and assault charges. 

A pre-Roe v. Wade law prohibits abortions after the 24th week of pregnancy unless 
necessary to preserve the mother's life. The Assembly favors legalized abortion by a wide 
margin. The Senate is narrowly pro-life. Governor Mario Cuomo [D], claims to be personally 
opposed to abortion for religious reasons, but he has backed legalized (and publicly funded) 
abortion as policy and has vetoed or otherwise blocked pro-life proposals. In 1985 there were 
613 abortions per 1000 live births (2nd). The state has no death penalty, because Governor 
Cuomo has on seven occasions vetoed legislation approved by the Assembly to authorize it. 

On July 11th, the Governor signed into law a bill approved by the legislature to require 
new buildings (after June 1, 1990) to have the same number of toilets in women's restrooms as 
there are urinals and toilet stalls in men's lavatories. The bill was approved 140 to 1 by the 
Assembly. 
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The climate for home schooling continues to improve in the wake of uniform statewide 
home-schooling procedures approved in 1988. Lawsuits over the issue have virtually 
disappeared. An onerous paperwork burden is still required, but the improved legal situation is 
considered by home schoolers to be a step in the right direction. 

Taxes on cigarettes and other tobacco products were increased in 1989, as were alcoholic 
beverage and corporate income taxes, The base of the real estate transfer tax was broadened and 
the sales tax was extended to mail order sales and floor coverings. Motor vehicle, professional, 
and other licenses and fees were increased. A significant reduction (previously-legislated) in the 
income tax and a decrease in the motor fuel tax (by formula) more than offset the increases. 
Expected overall revenue reduction in Fiscal 1990: $569 million. 

Permits (seldom granted) are required to purchase handguns, which must be registered. 
Owners must be licensed. In New York City, the same hurdles also apply to rifles and shotguns. 
On January 13th, Bernhard Goetz was sentenced to one year in prison, and fined $5000, for 
possessing the unlicensed handgun with which he shot four youths who accosted him on a 
subway train in 1984. On February 27th the Supreme Court turned down his appeal. Goetz 
eventually served six months in jail. On November Ist he filed a $1.5 million lawsuit in federal 
court, claiming that the district attorney and assistant district attorneys who prosecuted him had 
violated his civil rights and had been politically motivated. 

The CI average for the state's congressional delegation is 28 (48th). 


NORTH CAROLINA 

In April, a national controversy about federal funding of the arts was sparked when it was 
learned that the Southeastern Center of Contemporary Art in Winston-Salem, which is partially 
funded by the National Endowment for the Arts, had awarded a $15,000 grant to New York 
photographer Andres Serrano for an exhibit that included the now-notorious "Piss Christ" 
photograph of a plastic crucifix submerged in a bottle of the "artist's" urine. 

In November, voters in Greensboro (home of tobacco giant Lorillard, Inc., which 
employs 2000 workers in the city) narrowly approved a limit on smoking in some public places. 
More than half the city's registered voters smoke. 

A pre-Roe v. Wade statute bars abortion in the Tar Heel State after 20 weeks of 
pregnancy unless there is a substantial risk to the mother's life or health. Both houses of the 
legislature favor legalized abortion by narrow margins. Governor Martin has fought to eliminate 
funding for abortion by narrow margins. Governor James Martin [R] has fought to eliminate 
funding for abortion and has been attacked by abortionists for his pro-life appointments to the 
Social Services Committee (which oversees the administration of the State Abortion Fund). In 
1985 there were 368 abortions per 1000 live births (12th). The death penalty has been imposed 
for murder three times since 1976. 

In 1989 the motor fuel tax was increased, business licensing was restructured, and the 
personal income tax was reformed to conform to federal taxable income. Expected revenue 
"enhancement" in Fiscal 1990: $236 million. 

North Carolina is a right-to-work state. Its firearms laws are reasonable. And the climate 
for home schooling is among the best. The CI average for its congressional delegation is 48 
(24th). 

NORTH DAKOTA 

November 2nd marked the 100th birthday of our 39th state. (South Dakota, the 40th state, 
also entered the Union on November 2, 1889). 

The climate for home schooling in the Peace Garden State has traditionally been 
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oppressive. The Home School Legal Defense Association had more cases in court for most of the 
1988-89 school year here than in the other 49 states combined. A significant victory was 
achieved in 1989, however, when the legislature eased a requirement that home teachers be 
government-certified. 

An increasing number of families may now home-teach legally without living in constant 
fear of truancy charges. (Fewer than a dozen home schools had been approved under the old law, 
which required, in addition to teacher certification, that home schools be approved by local 
school districts or school boards.) The new law is also far too restrictive, and it is unclear how it 
will work (or how many families will be willing to comply). Amendments will likely be sought 
by home schoolers in the next legislative session (1991). 

No abortion may be performed after viability unless the mother's life or health is 
threatened. The findings must be certified by the attending physician and two other doctors. The 
House is pro-life by a substantial margin, but the Senate is closely divided. In 1989, the House 
passed (by nearly 3 to 1) a bill to prohibit abortion if Roe v. Wade is overturned. The measure 
died in the Senate on a tie vote. Governor George Sinner [D] says he personally opposes 
abortion, but does not believe a woman should be penalized for having one. In 1985 there were 
242 abortions per 1000 live births (31st). The state has no death penalty. 

The personal income, sales, motor fuel, cigarette, insurance premium, and alcoholic 
beverage taxes were all increased in 1989. An illegal drugs tax was enacted and the income tax 
treatment of state and federal pensions was revised. Expected revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 
1990: $84.8 million. 

North Dakota is a right-to-work state. Its firearms laws are reasonable. The CI average 
for its congressional delegation is 36 (40th). 

OHIO 

On February 23rd a state grand jury in Columbus indicted Representative Donald E. 
(Buz) Lukens (R) on misdemeanor charges of contributing to the delinquency of a child and 
having sex with a 16-year-old girl in 1988. Lukens at first denied the charges, but later admitted 
that he had indeed had sexual contact with the girl at his Columbus apartment. He was convicted 
on May 26th and sentenced on June 30th to 30 days in jail and a $500 fine on the sex charge (the 
judge dismissed the "contributing" charge). The House Ethics Committee is investigating, but to 
date the conservative Congressman has resisted Party pressure to resign. 

There are no anti-abortion laws on the books. A parental consent law requires that an 
unemancipated minor wait until 24 hours after one of her parents has been notified before 
undergoing an abortion. It was ruled unconstitutional, the state has appealed, and the U.S. 
Supreme Court has agreed to hear the case. 

Both houses of the legislature are considered to be pro-life (the House more so than the 
Senate). Governor Richard Celeste [D] favors legalized abortion. In 1985 there were 226 
abortions per 1000 live births (34th). The death penalty for murder is available, but has not been 
used. 

The motor fuel tax was increased in 1989. Personal income tax exemptions and credits 
were revised. Loopholes in filing for corporate reorganizations were closed. Such increases were 
partially offset by a sales tax exemption for investment in coins and bullion. Expected revenue 
"enhancement" in Fiscal 1990: $164.6. 

The home school climate is one of the nation's least favorable. The schools must be 
approved by local school districts or school boards and there has been a plague of disputes about 
the onerous (and vague) procedures required under current law. 
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The Buckeye State's firearms laws are reasonable, although some municipalities control 
the possession, sale, and/or transfer of handguns by imposing waiting periods, restricting 
barrel-length and weight, etc. 

The CI average for the congressional delegation is 43 (32nd). 

OKLAHOMA 

A pre-Roe v. Wade law prohibiting abortion is still on the books. Currently, no abortion 
may be performed after viability unless necessary to preserve the mother's life or health. Both 
houses of the legislature are considered to be narrowly pro-life. Governor Henry Bellmon [D] 
opposes abortion except when the mother's life is threatened and in instances of rape or incest. In 
1985 there were 160 abortions per 1000 live births (41st). The death penalty for murder is 
available, but has not been imposed. 

Conservative influence within the Republican Party was enhanced in February when 
former State Representative Mike Morris, a staunch conservative, was elected state GOP 
chairman over the Party establishment's "moderate" anointee. (Last year, Dr. Mike Ritze, a 
prominent member of The John Birch Society, captured the GOP's Tulsa County chairmanship.) 

The motor fuel tax was increased and the income tax treatment of state and federal 
pensions was revised in 1989. Expected revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 1990: $3.3 million. 

The Sooner State's firearms laws are reasonable and its climate for home schooling is 
favorable. The CI average for its congressional delegation is 60 (8th). 


OREGON 

On April 26th, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, under pressure from a federal court, 
reversed its earlier position and listed the spotted owl as a threatened species in 
federally-managed forests in Oregon and two other states. (An estimated 1500 pairs of the owls 
inhabit a region running from southern California to southern British Columbia). If implemented, 
the decision would bar logging in about half of federal "old-growth" forest land available to the 
timber industry. In a partial victory for loggers, on May 18th a federal judge in Portland 
dismissed a challenge to a Bureau of Land Management plan which environmentalists claimed 
did not do enough to protect the owls. The judge held that, since the BLM plan had been 
completed before reports linking the decline of the owl population to logging were available, the 
plan could not be challenged on those grounds. 

There are no anti-abortion laws on the Beaver State's books. Public funds can be spent for 
abortions when the mother's life, or physical or emotional health, is jeopardized. Both houses of 
the legislature narrowly favor legalized abortion. Governor Neil Goldschmidt [D] "firmly 
support[s] every woman's right to choose whether to terminate her pregnancy by abortion." In 
1985 there were 296 abortions per 1000 live births (22nd). The death penalty for murder is 
available, but has not been imposed. 

The motor fuel and cigarette taxes were increased in 1989, as were motor vehicle 
registration fees. The treatment of state and local pensions was revised. Expected revenue 
"enhancement" in Fiscal 1990: $57.3 million. 

There is a waiting period prior to purchasing a handgun. The home schooling climate is 
favorable. The CI average for the congressional delegation is 41 (34th). 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Both houses of the legislature are pro-life, as is Governor Robert Casey [D]. In 
November, the legislature approved the first major new abortion restrictions by any state since 
the Supreme Court's Webster decision in July. The measure, which passed the House 143 to 58 
and the Senate 33 to 17, bans abortions after 24 weeks of pregnancy, except to save the mother's 
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life or prevent "substantial and irreversible impairment of her major body functions." 

It also precludes abortions based on the sex of the baby; requires at least two doctors to 
determine if an abortion is necessary; requires women (in most instances) to inform their 
husbands before under-going an abortion; bans abortions in public hospitals (except in cases of 
rape or incest or to save the mother's life); and establishes a 24-hour waiting period before an 
abortion can be performed. 

On October 20th, the U.S. Supreme Court let stand a lower court decision which held that 
26 antiabortion picketers had violated the 1970 Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations 
(RICO) law by destroying property and harassing patients and staff at an abortuary in 
Philadelphia in 1984. The defendants stand liable for more than $100,000. 

In 1985 there were 334 abortions per 1000 live births (15th) in the Keystone State. The 
death penalty for murder is available, but has not been imposed. 

The continuing controversy over federal funding of the arts was fueled by the revelation 
in May that the Institute for Contemporary Art at the University of Pennsylvania had used 
$30,000 in federal tax dollars (supplied by the National Endowment for the Arts) to sponsor a 
"retrospective" of pornographic homosexual and sadomasochistic photographs by "artist" Robert 
Mapplethorpe (who died of AIDS in March). 

In 1989 a new bank-shares tax (to replace one that had been ruled unconstitutional) was 
enacted and a scheduled reduction of the tax rate on mutual thrifts was delayed. Expected 
revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 1990: $20 million). 

A waiting period is required prior to the purchase of a handgun. The home schooling 
climate has traditionally been one of the nation's least favorable. However, a vague law that had 
generated contention and litigation was ruled unconstitutional and has been replaced by one 
(signed by the Governor on December 31, 1988) that is a significant improvement. It has 
virtually ended the persecution of home schoolers within the state. 

The CI average for the congressional delegation is 45 (28th). 


RHODE ISLAND 

In August, the state Department of Taxation ruled that a coven of witches is a legitimate 
religious organization and is entitled to the same tax exemptions as traditional churches. "With 
this ruling," coven high priestess Joyce Siegrist effused, "we witches will definitely be able to 
come out of the closet and take our place in society." 

No abortion may be performed in the Ocean State after viability unless necessary to 
preserve the mother's life. (The mother must give written authorization to her physician.) An 
unemancipated minor must have a court order or the consent of at least one parent before 
undergoing an abortion. Both houses of the legislature are considered to be pro-life, as is 
Governor Edward DiPrete [R]. In 1985 there were 598 abortions per 1000 live births (3rd). The 
state has no death penalty. 

The motor fuel, corporate income, cigarette, alcoholic beverage, and real estate transfer 
taxes were all increased in 1989, as were taxes on insurance premiums, pari-mutuels, and 
hotel/motel lodgings. The sales tax was extended to interstate phone calls and the income tax was 
applied to lottery winnings. A scheduled reduction of the utility gross receipts tax rate was 
delayed. Expected revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 1990: $69.7 million. 

There is a waiting period prior to the purchase of a handgun. The CI average for the 
congressional delegation is 29 (45th). 

SOUTH CAROLINA 


Hurricane Hugo struck the U.S. mainland on September 21st, devastating Charleston with 
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135 mile-per-hour winds and powering a 17-foot tidal surge that swept into Charleston Harbor. 
At least 28 deaths were reported (most due to falling trees or collapsed buildings). Insurance 
industry analysts pegged the damage at $4 billion (the costliest storm ever to hit the U.S. 
mainland). 

A pre-Roe v. Wade law bars abortion in the Palmetto State after the 23rd week of 
pregnancy unless two physicians certify that it is necessary to preserve the mother's life or health 
and the abortion is performed in a hospital with the consent of the woman's husband. An 
unemancipated minor may not undergo an abortion without a court order or the consent of a 
parent. Both houses of the legislature oppose abortion. Governor Carroll Campbell [R] is pro-life 
(during his years in Congress he consistently voted against federal funding of abortion except 
when the mother's life is threatened) and strongly supports parental consent requirements for 
minors. In 1985 there were 223 abortions per 1000 live births (35th). The death penalty has been 
imposed for murder twice since 1976. 

The motor fuel tax went up in 1989 (as a result of earlier legislation). The income tax 
treatment of state and federal pensions was revised. And the personal income tax was reduced 
and its "indexing" provisions were strengthened. Expected revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 
1990: $14 million. 

South Carolina is a right-to-work state. Its firearms laws are reasonable. A new home 
schooling law passed in 1988 gives home schoolers for the first time a clearly defined procedure 
for obtaining approval from local school districts (approval is now virtually automatic if certain 
requirements are met). The new statute is far from ideal, but a vast improvement over its vague 
predecessor, which had prompted the class-action suit by home schoolers which led to the new 
law. 

The CI average for the congressional delegation is 56 (12th). 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

November 2nd marked the 100th anniversary of the Sunshine State's admission to the 
Union as our 40th state (as it did North Dakota's entry as the 39th state). 

No abortions may be performed after the 24th week of pregnancy unless necessary to 
preserve the life or health of the mother. An unmarried minor may not obtain an abortion without 
the consent of a parent. Both houses of the legislature are pro-life (the Senate more so than the 
House). 

Governor George Mickelson [R] opposes abortion except when the mother's life is 
threatened and in cases of rape and incest. In 1985 there were 130 abortions per 1000 live births 
(45th). The death penalty for murder is available but has not been imposed. 

The sales tax credit for low-income households was liberalized in 1989 and a sales tax 
deduction may now be taken from gross receipts for trade-in allowances. Expected revenue 
reductions in Fiscal 1990: $2 million-plus. 

South Dakota is a right-to-work state. A waiting period is required prior to purchasing a 
handgun. Purchases from dealers are recorded with the police. 

The CI average for the congressional delegation is 43 (32nd). 

TENNESSEE 

In March the state supreme court ruled that charitable bingo games violate the Volunteer 
State's constitution, bringing to an end the 16-year practice of licensing churches, veterans 
organizations, and other charitable groups to raise money thereby. The constitution bans 
lotteries, so the court (ignoring a 1973 statute exempting bingo from the provision) ruled that 
bingo involves the three key elements of a lottery: payment, chance, and prizes. 
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On September 21st Blount County Circuit Judge W. Dale Young ruled that frozen 
embryos are human lives and awarded seven fertilized eggs to Mary Sue Davis, giving her the 
right to have a "test-tube baby" against the wishes of her former husband, Junior Davis, who 
wanted the eggs kept frozen indefinitely unless he and the mother both agreed on their use. In his 
landmark decision, Judge Young held that "human embryos are not property. Human life begins 
at conception. Mr. and Mrs. Davis have produced human beings, in vitro, to be known as their 
child or children." 

A pre-Roe v. Wade law (modified in 1973) bars abortion unless it is performed by a 
physician and the mother is a resident of Tennessee. After the first trimester but before viability, 
it must be performed in a hospital. After viability, the physician must certify in writing that it is 
necessary to preserve the mother's life. A parental consent law passed in 1988 (effective July 1, 
1989) provides that an unemancipated minor may not, without a court order, obtain an abortion 
without written consent from both parents (or one, if the other is not available or the parents are 
divorced). Both houses oppose abortion by substantial margins. Governor Ned Ray McWherter 
[D] says he is "personally opposed" to abortion but "wouldn't think it's right to bring it back to 
the states, where one state has legal abortion and another has illegal abortion." In 1985 there 
were 316 abortions per 1000 live births (17th). The death penalty for murder is available but has 
not been imposed. 

The motor fuel tax was increased, the sales tax was extended to interstate phone calls, 
and the base of the corporate income was broadened in 1989. Expected revenue "enhancement" 
in Fiscal 1990: $124.9 million. Tennessee has no income tax (except for a limited tax on certain 
investment income). During his 1986 campaign, Governor McWherter ran on a "no-tax-increase" 
pledge (he claims that voters understood that a gasoline tax hike would be an exception to the 
pledge), but has recently declined to assure constituents that he will not back an income tax. It 
could become a major issue in the 1990 gubernatorial race. 

Tennessee is a right-to-work state. A waiting period is required prior to purchasing a 
handgun. The CI average for its congressional delegation is 44 (29th). 

TEXAS 

On April 17th the House Ethics Committee issued a legislative equivalent of an 
indictment accusing then-House Speaker Jim Wright (D) of five counts of violating House rules 
on the acceptance of gifts and outside income. On May 31st Wright announced that he would 
resign the speakership and his seat in Congress. Democrat Preston (Pete) Geren, a former aide to 
Senator Lloyd Bentsen (D), won the September 12th special election to succeed Wright. 

On August 7th liberal Representative Mickey Leland (D) died with 15 other persons 
(eight Americans and seven Ethiopians) in a plane crash in western Ethiopia. He was visiting the 
area as chairman of the House Select Committee on Hunger. Democrats Craig Washington and 
Anthony Hall. 

On June 21st the U.S. Supreme Court ruled (5 to 4) in a Texas case that burning the 
America flag as a political protest is protected by the First Amendment guarantees of free 
speech. In 1984, self-proclaimed Marxist Gregory Lee Johnson had burned a flag at the 
Republican National Convention in Dallas to protest Reagan Administration policies. 

On February 21st the High Court struck down (6 to 3) a Texas law that had exempted the 
Bible and other religious publications from sales tax. The Court majority held that a law favoring 
religious over non-religious works violates the Constitution's Establishment (of religion) Clause. 
Fourteen other states have similar laws extending tax breaks to religious publications. 

On October 2nd the state supreme court ruled that the state's school financing system, 


(c) 2000 American Opinion Publishing, Inc. -- Wwww.thenewamerican.com 


which relies primarily on the property tax, was unconstitutional due to "glaring disparities" in 
spending between rich and poor districts. The court gave legislators until May 1990 to come up 
with an alternative plan. The home schooling climate in the Lone Star State is considered by 
many home schoolers to be the worst in the nation. 

In January the mayor and city council of Plano unanimously supported the establishment 
of a "sister city" arrangement with Ordshonikidse in the Soviet Union. Concerned citizens, led by 
Plano resident Ray Wade and local members of the John Birch Society mounted a concerted 
educational effort to oppose the scheme. By the time March 15th (the date for final approval) 
rolled around, support for the plan had dissipated (only one council member still favored it). 

There were 21 statewide propositions on the November ballot, including one to nearly 
triple the salaries of state legislators from $7200 to $23,300 (defeated) and one to approve a $500 
million bond issue to bring running water and sewers to disease-ridden border towns (approved). 

Abortion is precluded after viability, except in cases where the woman's life (or physical 
or mental health) is jeopardized or there is severe fetal abnormality. Both houses of the 
legislature are considered to be pro-life, as is Governor William Clements [R]. Attorney General 
Jim Mattox, however, filed suit against pro-life "crisis pregnancy clinics" on grounds that they 
employed deceptive advertising practices. The U.S. Supreme Court backed his position on May 
30, 1989. In 1985 there were 260 abortions per 1000 live births (28th). The death penalty has 
been imposed for murder 32 times since 1976 the most for any state. 

A temporary increase in the corporation franchise tax was allowed to expire in 1989, as 
was a temporary 20 percent surcharge on the insurance tax. Expected revenue reduction in Fiscal 
1990: $277.9 million. 

Texas is a right-to-work state. Its firearms laws are reasonable. The CI average for its 
congressional delegation is 53 (16th). 

UTAH 

On March 23rd, Dr. B. Stanley Pons (Chairman of the Department of Chemistry at the 
University of Utah) and Dr. Martin Fleischmann (Professor of Electrochemistry at the University 
of Southampton, England) announced at a press conference in Salt Lake City that they had 
produced a sustained fusion reaction at room temperature. The claim was hailed as a 
breakthrough in "cold" fusion that could eventually provide the entire world with a relatively 
clean and virtually inexhaustible source of energy. On April 7th, a special session of the 
legislature approved 45 million to fund further research. Federal grants were also awarded. But, 
in succeeding months, so many experiments by researchers at other institutions failed to 
duplicate even a part of the original findings that by late fall the Pons-Fleischmann claims were 
widely perceived as the physical science equivalent of the Piltdown Man. On October 31st, a 
Department of Energy advisory panel concluded, following a month-long evaluation, that 
evidence for the claimed discovery of cold fusion is "not persuasive." 

On June 4th, Salt Lake City was selected by the United States Olympic Committee as 
"America's choice" to bid for the 1998 Winter Olympics. In November. Utah voters approved a 
referendum to spend $56 million in tax revenues on the ski jumps, bobsled-luge runs, and skating 
rinks that must be under construction before the final selection of a site is made by the 
International Olympic Committee in June 1991. 

No abortion may be performed after viability unless it is required to save the life of the 
mother or preclude serious and permanent damage to her health. Before performing an abortion 
on an unmarried minor, a doctor must notify the mother's parents if possible. Both houses of the 
legislature are pro-life by wide margins. Governor Norman Bangerter [R] has said he is 
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"basically opposed to abortion," but refused to call a special session to consider anti-abortion 
legislation in the wake of the Webster decision and declined to include abortion on the agenda of 
a special session called to consider other issues. In 1985 there were 110 abortions per 1000 live 
births (48th). The death penalty for murder has been imposed three times since 1976. 

No major tax changes were made by the legislature in 1989, following the largest tax 
increase in state history in 1988. 

Utah is a right-to-work state. Its firearms laws are reasonable. The CI average for its 
congressional delegation is 71 (4th). 

VERMONT 

A pre-Roe v. Wade law precludes abortion in the Green Mountain State except to save the 
mother's life. There are presently no effective pro-life restrictions. Both houses of the legislature 
tip slightly to the pro-abortion side. Governor Madeleine Kunin [D] has said she firmly believes 
in the "right of a woman to choose whether or not to have a child" and would strive to maintain 
the abortionist Roe v. Wade standard within Vermont should the decision be overturned. In 1985 
there were 436 abortions per 1000 live births (6th). The state has no death penalty. 

A temporary income tax reduction was allowed to expire and the motor fuel and 
alcoholic beverage taxes were increased in 1989. Expected revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 
1990: $28.9 million. 

The firearms laws are reasonable. The CI average for the congressional delegation is 29 
(45th). 

VIRGINIA 

In a squeaker, Governor-elect Douglas Wilder [D] will (unless the recount requested by 
his opponent on November 27th reverses the original official vote tally) become the nation's first 
elected black governor. He edged out Republican J. Marshall Coleman by 6,854 votes out of 
nearly 1.8 million cast. 

No abortions may be performed after the second trimester unless the attending physician 
and two consulting physicians certify that it is necessary to save the mother's life or prevent 
substantial irremediable impairment of her mental or physical health. Both houses of the 
legislature support legalized abortion by narrow margins (efforts to require parental consent have 
been defeated). Governor-elect Wilder favors it unequivocally. In 1985 there were 372 abortions 
per 1000 live births (10th). The death penalty has been imposed for murder eight times since 
1976. 

The gasoline tax was increased in 1989, but it was more than offset by an income tax 
credit for certain income levels, a tax exemption for pensions, and a corporate income tax credit 
for coal utilities. Expected revenue reduction in Fiscal 1990: $172.8 million. 

The Old Dominion is a right-to-work state. On November Ist, the state's new gun control 
law took effect. It requires a criminal background check for persons who wish to purchase 
handguns and assault rifles. Some localities already require a waiting period. 

Parents who desire to home-school their children continue to have trouble obtaining from 
local school boards the religious exemptions to compulsory attendance provided in state law. 
Many have filed suit over the issue. 

The CI average for the congressional delegation is 49 (22nd) 

WASHINGTON 

In November Seattle voters narrowly defeated a measure to end the forced busing of 
school children and promote educational choice. It was the hottest issue in the mayoral contest, 
which was won by Democrat Norm Rice. He is the city's first black mayor. 
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A pre-Roe v. Wade law, as modified in 1970, permits abortion in the Evergreen State only 
prior to viability (and before the 16th week of pregnancy), and only after the woman obtains the 
consent of her husband (or, if unmarried and under age 18, from a parent). In addition, she must 
have resided in the state for at least 90 days prior to the abortion, and the operation must be 
performed in a hospital or approved abortion clinic. 

The House (by a large margin) and the Senate (narrowly) support legalized abortion. 
Governor Booth Gardner [D], according to his staff, "supports a woman's right to choose." In 
1985 there were 379 abortions per 1000 live births (9th). The death penalty for murder is 
available but has not been imposed. 

In 1989 a tax was added to carbonated beverages and the motor fuel, cigarette, and 
alcoholic beverage taxes were increased. Expected revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 1990: $47.6 
million. In November, voters rejected by more than two-to-one a penny sales tax increase that 
would have enhanced education and social spending for children by $360 million. 

A waiting period is required prior to purchasing a handgun. The transaction must be 
recorded with the police. 

The CI average for the congressional delegation is 31 (43rd). 


WEST VIRGINIA 

Elected in 1988 with nearly 60 percent of the vote, Governor Gaston Caperton [D] has 
seen his popularity erode in the wake of record tax increases in January and a September 9th 
referendum on three constitutional amendments that would have given his office more authority 
(all were defeated by at least 4 to 1). The Governor had campaigned on a platform of balancing 
the state budget by reducing spending, not raising taxes. 

The state has also been plagued by political scandal. The attorney general resigned in 
August amid accusations that he fibbed under oath during a child custody hearing. The state 
treasurer resigned rather than face a state Senate trial over the loss of nearly $300 million. A 
senate president resigned after agreeing to plead guilty to extortion charges. Another former 
Senate president went on trial for extortion and racketeering. And a third state senator resigned 
after pleading guilty to income tax evasion. 

A pre-Roe v. Wade law precludes abortions in the Mountain State except those performed 
in "good faith" to save the life of the mother. An unemancipated minor may not (except by court 
order or the judgement of a physician neither professionally nor financially involved with the 
physician who is to perform the abortion) undergo an abortion unless her parents have received 
24 hours actual (or 48 hours constructive) notice of her intent. Both houses of the legislature are 
pro-life by substantial margins. Governor Caperton has declined to take a clear-cut position (his 
staff states that he is "personally opposed to abortion except under certain circumstances.") In 
1985 there were 138 abortions per 1000 live births (44th). The state has no death penalty. 

The exemption for sales tax on food and contract materials was repealed and a 
"temporary" rate increase was extended in 1989. Credits for corporate income tax were 
disallowed. Income tax treatment of state and federal pensions was revised. And utility, motor 
fuel, severance, and franchise taxes were increased. Expected revenue "enhancement" in Fiscal 
1990: $326.5 million. 

The state's firearms laws are reasonable. The CI average for its congressional delegation 
is 37 (39th). 

WISCONSIN 

A pre-Roe v. Wade statute precludes abortion except to save the mother's life. Currently, 

no abortion may be performed after viability unless necessary to preserve the life or health of the 
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mother. In a strange twist on the parental consent theme, abortionists may not notify a minor's 
parents that the minor is seeking an abortion without the written consent of the minor (although 
abortion facilities must require their personnel to encourage minors to consult their parents 
unless they have a "valid reason" for not doing so). Both chambers of the legislature lean to the 
pro-life side (the Assembly more so than the Senate), but a number of key leadership positions 
are held by pro-abortion lawmakers. Governor Tommy Thompson [R] is pro-life. In 1985 there 
were 235 abortions per 1000 live births (32nd). The state has no death penalty. 

The motor fuel tax was decreased (by formula) in 1989. A one-time property-tax credit 
for homeowners, renters, and farmers was approved. Income tax credits for property taxes were 
increased. Personal income tax credits were revised. An earned income tax credit was enacted. 
The income tax treatment of federal pensions was revised. And the gross receipts tax on 
telecommunications was reduced. It all combines for an expected revenue reduction of $220.5 
million in Fiscal 1990. 

A waiting period is required prior to purchasing a handgun. The climate for home 
schooling is one of the nation's most favorable. The CI average for the congressional delegation 
is 46 (26th). 

WYOMING 

On April 26th conservative state Representative Craig Thomas (R) upset liberal state 
Senator John Vinich (D) to win the special election to fill the at-large House seat that became 
vacant when former Congressman Richard Cheney (R) was appointed Secretary of Defense. In 
1988, Vinich had come within 1300 votes of defeating GOP Senator Malcolm Wallop in the 
year's closest Senate contest. 

No abortion may be performed in the Equality State after viability unless necessary to 
preserve the life or health of the mother. A parental consent bill passed in 1989 provides that an 
unemancipated minor may not (except by court order) undergo an abortion until at least 48 hours 
after one of her parents has received written notice and the attending physician has obtained 
written consent from the parent. The House is clearly pro-life, the Senate slightly so. Governor 
Mike Sullivan [D] asserts that he has been "personally opposed to abortion as a matter of 
conscience and policy" throughout his career. In 1985 there were 47 abortions per 1000 live 
births (50th). The death penalty for murder is available but has not been imposed. 

The severance and gasahol taxes were reduced in 1989, but the savings were more than 
offset by revised truck taxes and increased motor fuel and cigarette taxes. Expected revenue 
"enhancement" in Fiscal 1990: $8.4 million. 

Wyoming is a right-to-work state. Its firearms laws are reasonable. The home schooling 
climate is favorable. The CI average for its congressional delegation is 77 (3rd). 


FREE ENTERPRISE O 
Christmas Tree! 

Pines, spruces, and firs for Christmas use "are grown in almost every state," says Cate 
Miller of the Milwaukee-based National Christmas Tree Association. "They are a very versatile 
and adaptable product." More than 50 species of evergreens are grown commercially by an 
industry that has "a lot of mom and pop operations. This industry ranges from growers who sell 
hundreds of thousands each year to growers who sell several dozen." 

Michigan and Oregon are the leading Christmas tree states, with five million trees 
harvested annually in each. Wisconsin ranks third, with at least three million trees taken to 
market in 1989 by the more than 300 tree farms scattered throughout the state. Most of 
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Wisconsin's tree farms are small operations. "Seventy-five percent of our members are part-time 
farmers who have other jobs and grow trees as a hobby or second income," observes Virginia 
Mountford, secretary of the Wisconsin Christmas Tree Producers Association. The association 
"promotes real Christmas trees and shares information about planting conditions." 

Subsidies for Christmas Trees 

Government subsidy programs have turned American agriculture into a socialist 
quagmire, but tree farmers have remained independent so far. "The government has little, if 
anything, to do with us," says Warren Millard of Millard Brothers Christmas Trees in Alma 
Center, Wisconsin. "We certainly don't get any money from the government." A "very feeble 
attempt" was made by the federal government to compensate tree farmers for losses sustained in 
the drought of 1988, according to Tom Burgess of Bing Farms in Coloma, Wisconsin. "Once the 
government gives you something, there are strings attached," he notes. "I didn't even bother to 
apply for it. I know some farmers who did, and they said that it wasn't even worth the time they 
spent filling out the forms." 

Dan Hanauer, who works 350 acres of Christmas trees and timber near Shawano, 
Wisconsin, is "completely opposed to subsidies and government programs of any kind. I enjoy 
being in my own business and being independent." Wisconsin farmers "were once able to get 
trees from the state," recalls Edward Raimann, who has a 240-acre plot near Wild Rose, 
Wisconsin, and a 20-acre farm in Muskego, Wisconsin. "People got leery about it," he 
comments, "and they would rather be on their own." Raimann has learned from experience that 
independence is anything but a free ride. "I had a $65,000 loss from deer damage one year, and I 
didn't get a penny for it." 

Out on a Limb 

Christmas tree farming is definitely not a career for anyone seeking a fast buck or a quick 
return on his investment. "You don't get anything for seven or eight years," states Millard. 

Then you might harvest 10 percent the first year, 30 percent the second year, then 40 

percent more the following year, and it dwindles after that. I'm also a grain 

farmer, and after an area is harvested I'll plant a cash crop for a year or two. There 

are always certain bugs that attack the trees, and the other crops break the bug 

cycles. 

"When you plant a tree, you're committed for the next eight years," Raimann declares. 
That is the average time it takes for a Wisconsin-raised evergreen to reach marketable size, and 
there are plenty of obstacles prior to harvest time. Insects, disease, and adverse weather 
conditions can destroy seedlings and younger trees. 

The drought of 1988 could have a substantial effect on future harvests. "It sure did have 
an effect," says Don Hohman of New London, Wisconsin. "The drought hurt the small trees, and 
we bought a lot more seedlings for planting this year to make up for what happened." In Coloma, 
Burgess notes that "about 70 percent of what we planted in '88 was lost in the drought. It hurt 
financially, but the industry will really feel the impact in six or seven years." 

Hanauer "lost everything we planted. The drought cost us tremendously. The larger trees 
usually grow a foot, and they only grew two or three inches. Some of the big trees died, and the 
survivors weren't as vigorous." The Shawano tree farmer made up for the losses of 1988 by 
planting extra seedlings and installing a "costly irrigation system" last summer. 

"We have about nine million trees in the ground, and anything can happen, whether it's 
drought, fires, or insects," says Paul Hedrick, who manages the Wautoma, Wisconsin operations 
of the G.R. Kirk Co. "Normally, we harvest over 600,000 trees a year, but we will be down to 
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520,000 to 525,000 this year." 
Tis the Season to be Busy 

Since Kirk is one of the largest growers in the nation, "we are strictly a wholesaler," 
Hedrick says. However, many of the smaller farmers also deal with retail customers in addition 
to wholesale buyers. "I go to a dozen conventions each year to sell trees wholesale, and we have 
some tree lots in the Chicago area," Burgess comments. "That's part of the business, and I think 
the lots are important. I like to spend the time and talk with our customers. We try to provide 
them with hand-picked trees, thecream of the crop." 

Burgess is optimistic about prospects for the Christmas tree industry. "With the 
getting-back-to-nature trend, I think you'll see more trees sold." He offers another reason to buy 
the real thing: "Not one artificial tree is produced in this country. They are all made in Korea or 
Taiwan or other countries." 

Millard's operation is "both wholesale and retail. We have eight or 10 lots in the Kansas 
City area, and we are there from the day after Thanksgiving." Holiday parties are not a part of 
Millard's agenda. "This is not a great time of year to enjoy yourself. You have to hustle and make 
a buck when you can." Millard "has been in the business for 17 years, and I love what I do." 

The Christmas season "is really a juggling act" for Al Strack, who has had a 100-acre 
farm in Iola, Wisconsin for the past decade. A part-time farmer, Strack is a high school teacher 
who "literally has two full-time jobs" during November and December. "T'll tell you, it's tough, 
but I have a lot of good people helping me. We cut 6200 of our own trees this year, and I bought 
another 1000 wholesale." 

Expenses are incurred year-round by farmers. Seedlings and transplanted trees are 
purchased shortly after the holidays for spring planting. Insect spraying and tree shearing and 
shaping are a summer-long project performed with the assistance of seasonal employees. 

Christmas tree farms often provide rural teenagers with their first paychecks. "We hire a 
lot of kids," Burgess says. "We will usually employ 35 to 40 students during the summer." 
Hedrick of G.R. Kirk says that his company "hires about 450 high school students from early 
June until August. It is one of our busiest times of the year, since we are protecting trees from 
insects and grading them for harvest." 

As might be expected, the fall months are extremely hectic for tree farmers. Student 
employees are back in school, and trees must be harvested and orders filled. "We're very busy 
from October until Thanksgiving," Millard comments. "We start harvesting about the last week 
of October, depending on the variety, since some trees cannot be cut early. We do our best to 
keep the trees fresh and ready for the Christmas season." 

Hedrick is required to "do whatever it takes to get the job done. I worked from 7 a.m. to 
10 p.m. yesterday, and there was still some paperwork left to do. It's a very challenging and 
demanding job, and I certainly enjoy it." 

Tree to Choose 

"Choose and cut" is an increasingly popular option for tree buyers; approximately 100 
Wisconsin tree farms allow buyers to visit their acreage and personally select a tree. Howard 
Pierce of Sparta, Wisconsin, who has grown Christmas trees for 36 years, believes that the 
industry "needs more small 'choose and cut' farms. This business loses its spirit when it gets too 
big." Pierce's home "sits on a hill overlooking the farm, and I enjoy seeing the children and 
families picking out a tree. I find it rewarding." 

Raimann's 20-acre plot is located within a short drive of the Milwaukee city limits. 
Raimann finds that personally cutting a Christmas tree "is kind of the thing to do right now" 
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among his big city and suburban customers. "There is satisfaction in seeing something grow," he 
observes. "It is quite a challenge to try and produce a perfect Christmas tree. Our primary 
business is wholesale, but a lot of people come out to pick their own tree." 

Strack finds that customers "take a whole day to pick a tree and spend time with their 
families. They enjoy the experience, and 'cut and choose' gives me a feel for what our customers 
like. People want something personal today; they crave that personal touch." 

For tree farmers, holiday festivities often have to wait until after everyone else has 
celebrated, observes Burgess. "We always have a big Christmas party after Christmas. For us, it 
seems more appropriate, then." 

-- AL DOYLE 


NEWSLETTER LINE 


Gary Halbert confides in the November issue of Investor's Guide: "The stock market 
worries me tremendously. In my opinion, another October 19, or worse, could happen at any 
time. Given the uncertainties that exist today, I would recommend lowering exposure to the 
equities market." (Box 8204, Ft. Worth, TX 76124, $95) 

Lawrence Heim asserts in the November 17th issue of the Heim Investment Letter that 
"gold and the other precious metals have made an important upside breakout and are starting a 
major multi-year move up. A flight to the safety of gold has apparently started." (Box 19435, 
Portland, OR 97219, $150) 

Daniel Rosenthal is bullish on silver. In the November 20th issue of the Silver & Gold 
Report, he points out that the supply of silver is drying up as the price has been too low to make 
mining profitable. Another bullish factor is that India is now an importer, rather than an exporter, 
of silver. (Box 510, Bethel, CT 06801, $144) 

Howard Ruff comments in the November 20th Ruff Times: "The evidence has 
continued to accumulate. Gold is now a buy." He notes that, for the first time in two years, gold 
is "showing leadership over all three major markets." (Box 25, Pleasanton, CA 94566, $149) 

David Aushwitz and Lillie Grant argue in the November 20th issue of The Primary 
Trend that it may be wise to begin building up cash reserves in order to weather a bumpier stock 
market ahead. They think 1990 has a low probability of being a positive year for the market. 
(700 N. Water St., Milwaukee, WI 53202, $180) 

Mary Anne and Pamela Aden write in a November 22nd Special Report of The Aden 
Analysis: "Gold has confirmed a new bull market for the first time in almost two years. Platinum 
has also confirmed. Silver is beginning to confirm a new bull market." (Box 523, Bethel, CT 
06801, $250) 

Kennedy Gammage advises in the November 24th issue of The Richland Report: "Gold 
and silver have now broken out convincingly, beginning a new bull market, but have run too far 
too fast. A corrective pullback is due soon: Buy on any correction, but don't wait for much of a 
correction -- they will not oblige you!" (Box 222, La Jolla, CA 92038, $177) 

Peter Eliades perceives the stock market to be in a transition from a bull to a bear 
market. Writing in the November 24th issue of the Stockmarket Cycles, he states that, for some 
time, "we have been expecting a major top to form ... by early 1990 or possibly as late as the end 
of the first quarter of 1990. There is a good chance the top has already been seen, but we cannot 
yet rule out one final fling taking us to new highs on the Dow." (2260 Cahuenga Blvd., Ste 305, 
Los Angeles, CA 90068, $198) 

George Dagnino, in the November 27th issue of The Peter Dag Investment Letter, 
stands by the buy recommendation for the stock market that he gave last November 6th. "Buy 
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more. Our indicators are becoming bullish," he says. Short-term interest rates and inflation are 
heading down. Hold gold and silver positions, but the upspike worries him some. (Lake Front 
Dr., Akron, OH 44319, $250) 

R.E. McMaster explains in the November 30th issue of The Reaper that there are many 
bullish reasons, both technical and fundamental, behind gold's recent rise. One is "the almost 
certainty of a convertible Soviet gold-backed ruble. With gold convertibility established in the 
Soviet ruble, the rest of the world could tumble like dominoes into a convertible gold standard 
also." He does warn that short-term bullishness on gold has become excessive. (Box 84901, 
Phoenix, AZ $195) 

Harry Schultz declares in the November 26th issue of The International Harry Schultz 
Letter: "Come what may, we're into a global recession channel, and that in turn will lead to ... a 
global depression. We believe the next few years will be chaotic, and financial and economic 
devastation will likely occur." (Box 622, CH-1001 Lausanne, Switzerland, $275) 

Richard Russell in the November 29th issue of the Dow Theory Letters quotes from the 
Commodity Information Systems of Houston, Texas: "World grain reserves are expected to fall 
for the third consecutive year during 1990. At current consumption rates, reserves are forecast at 
66.4 days supply." This service further stated that a food shortage of major proportions is a 
distinct possibility. Russell also thinks gold has turned decisively bullish. (Box 1759, La Jolla, 
CA 92038, $225) 

Kenneth Coleman says in the December issue of The Fed Tracker that his money flow 
analysis is "now telling us that unless the Federal Reserve eases dramatically on its money 
supply over the next several months, we will have a sluggish economy (stagflation) for 1990. If 
Fed Funds move below 8% between now and early January, it will have broken through 
long-term support and signal Fed easing of a huge magnitude. If Fed Funds hold above 8.25%, it 
will signal the Fed's intention to hold tight. This would be very bearish for stocks and bonds." 
(4805 Courageous Lane, Carlsbad, CA 92008, $48) 

Bert Dohmen, in the November issue of The Wellington Letter, says the stock market 
will move up "with new record highs possible, and even probable." The precious metals are in a 
bear market rally, but they're worth playing. (Box 1287, Honolulu, HI, 96807, $375) 

Ian McAvity concludes in the November 15th issue of Deliberations that the gold bear 
market is finally over. "The 'Golden 1990s' have now arrived with a bull market that may run to 
1992/1993 for the World of Gold." (Box 182, Adelaide St. Station, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, 
MSC 2J1, $215) 

-- W.A. ("JOHN") JOHNSON 


Iacocca's Cockamamie Idea 

In the November Private Practice, economist Hans Sennholz argues that proposals to 
"model the American health-care system after the Canadian system ... ignore both experience 
and common sense." One of the more prominent Americans guilty of such oversight, according 
to Sennholz, is Chrysler Corp. Chairman Lee Iacocca, who claims that employee health care cost 
his company "$700 for each car it produced." Iacocca, says Sennholz, "is willing to sacrifice the 
freedom and efficiency of the noble profession of medicine on the altar of Chrysler profits." 

According to Sennholz, Iaccocca has no one but himself to blame for the high Costs of 
his employee health care: "Every penny of the health-care costs borne by American corporations 
is contract costs to which management has agreed." Rather than advocate "free" health care for 
American workers, Iacocca might just as logically advocate "free" automobiles. A socialized 
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automobile industry, Sennholz argues, would be just as unworkable as socialized medicine: 

If, for instance, Congress were to reshape the automotive industry and grant every 

American the right to free automobiles, the industry soon would suffer all the 

symptoms of socialization. Every American would be on a waiting list, clamoring, 

arguing and politicking for his turn to buy a car. Expert committees would 

establish priorities and sit in judgment of the need and merit of every application; 

appellate committees and courts would review their decisions. Arbitrariness, 

corruption, conflict and strife soon would infect every phase of distribution. 

Production would decline and quality would deteriorate as auto managers and 

workers battled for their fair shares in the distribution process. In the end, few 

cars would reach the people, and every delivery made would be the painful result 

of political power, political connection and political know-how. 

"The Canadian health-care system suffers all these symptoms," notes Sennholz. CCMS 
Publishing Co., P.O. Box 1485, Shawnee OK 74801, $30 

They Might Be Human 

In the November-December ALL About Issues, Georgetown University professor James 
V. Schall considers the logical implications of a recent decision by a Gatlinburg, Tennessee 
grammar school principal to bar "a young girl in the seventh grade from exhibiting her 
competitive display for the school's science fair." 

Though awarded a blue ribbon, the display, consisting of "ten human fetuses in various 
stages of development" (obtained from the girl's pathologist uncle), was deemed "inappropriate 
for the age group here." 

According to Schall, "The curriculum director of the local county schools, in explaining 
this prohibition of freedom of speech, gave this remarkable explanation: 'to an untrained eye, the 
5’2 months along. (fetus) was definitely a child." Schall translates: 

... the prohibition is based on the fear that seventh-grade children, seeing such a display, with 
their own eyes and brains, will see the horrible lie that has been presented to them 

in various classes or programs that explain that abortion does not deal with the 

death of an otherwise normal human child. In other words, the schoolteachers do 

not want their whole authority undermined in the light of the lie that our society 

has chosen to present in this matter. 

"What the system did not want the students to know," Schall concludes, "was what these 
things in the [specimen] bottles really were, for this information would cause great consternation 
when it came time to present other subjects later on in the school curriculum." American Life 
League, P.O. Box 1350, Stafford VA 22554, $24.95 

The Ted Commandments 

In the November 7th Between the Lines, editor Joseph Farah reports on the latest outrage 
of one-time phony conservative Ted Turner. The TV mogul "is stepping up his pro-Soviet, 
pro-abortion, anti-religious campaigns, as well as his crusade on behalf of environmental 
extremist causes." According to Farah, "The Better World Society, one of Turner's front groups, 
recently awarded its top annual prize to Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev for his work toward 
peace in 1989." 

Farah notes that the award "is only one of several recent outrages from Turner. As part of 
his campaign for world peace, Turner apparently believes organized religion -- and especially 
Christianity -- needs to be stamped out." Turner was recently quoted by the Dallas Morning 
News as saying that "Christianity is a religion for losers." Turner has also proposed 10 "voluntary 
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initiatives" to replace the Bible's Ten Commandments. Ted's new, humanistic commandments 
include the following: 

3. "I promise to have no more children, or no more than my nation suggests"; and 

8. "I reject the use of force, in particular military force, and back United Nations 
arbitration of international disputes." 

Concludes Farah: "It's difficult to imagine what more Turner could do to discredit himself 
with people who are unapologetically pro-God, pro-American, pro-freedom and pro-life." 
Capitol Hill Publishing, Inc., 325 Pennsylvania Avenue SE, Washington DC 20003, $29 

-- F.R. DUPLANTIER 


CULTURAL CURRENTS The 
Plot Sickens 

As the credits rolled by at the end of another pleasant, predictable episode of CBS's 
Murder, She Wrote, an announcer's voice-over pitched me to stay tuned for a made-for-TV 
movie about homelessness in America. "It could happen to anyone," he said, so I decided I 
would watch the film, No Place Like Home, to learn what its makers consider the causes and 
solutions of what has rapidly become the Number One undisputed bleeding-heart 
headline-hogging American crisis of our times. 

Actually, I already had an idea about what I was getting into. First of all, it's a pretty safe 
bet that any program coming out of Hollywood on any current controversy is going to ply a 
Statist, anti-capitalist political message. In addition to this fairly fail-safe forecasting, I had 
watched an HBO special earlier in the week, one which fell five or six minutes short of filling up 
its time slot -- so on came a mini-interview with No Place Like Home's director, Lee Grant, a 
former actress and tireless torchbearer for any number of radical-chic causes. 

In this time-filling promo piece for her TV film, Grant entreated everyone to watch the 
"docudrama" because "three-quarters of the population of the United States" is just "six months 
[of salary] away from homelessness." I had no doubt that this liberal lady's movie was going to 
be a real gem. 

America Noir 

No Place Like Home began with still another deep, sensitive male voice-over, informing 
the viewers that "it is estimated there are three million homeless" in the United States. Oddly 
enough, that's the Communist Party USA's estimate, but the announcement did not give a 
reference for the figure. 

In the opening scenes, we are introduced to Mike and his wife Sam (played by Jeff 
Daniels and Christine Lahti), their ten-year-old son and eight-year-old daughter (David and 
Bug), and the family's run-down but homey apartment in an anonymous run-down and homely 
Northern industrial city. (It looked liked Cleveland, but, of course, Cleveland looks like 
Cincinnati if photographed from the right angles; it was obviously intended to be Any Dying 
Town, USA for the purposes of this piece of propaganda.) Anyway, director Grant, ham firmly 
in hand, established immediately a setting of depression, decay, and despair -- apparently her 
vision of America outside of the Malibu Colony and MGM's back lot. 

Mike is some sort of generic blue-collar worker who is working to become blue-collar 
royalty by studying to be an electrician; as the film begins, it is not quite clear where he works or 
what he does, only that he thinks he doesn't make enough money and isn't treated with sufficient 
"dignity" or "respect." (As far as that description goes, he could be a Congressman.) Wife Sam is 
a long-suffering domestic anchor who's just a little bit too well-spoken for the waitress or 
deli-counter clerk she's supposed to be. And the kids, David and Bug, are just cute, clean, and 
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cooperative enough not to resemble any inner-city youngsters I've ever heard of. After our 

heartstrings were tugged and the sorrowful mood was set by the introductory scenes, the film 

proceeded to depict the plight threatening "three-quarters of the population of the United States" 

-- a succession of trials and tribulations which made Hercules' twelve tasks look like child's play. 
Burgers Beat Insurance 

Mike and his kin go out for dinner one night -- which made me think that old Mike was a 
bit of a wastrel, given the condition of his finances -- and return home to find their apartment 
house ablaze. After consoling the troops, Mike gets on the horn to his brother Eddie (Scott 
Marlowe) and explains this most recent tragedy in his life of successive tragedies. We hear only 
Mike's side of the telephonic conversation, of course, but Eddie obviously asks his younger 
brother if he was insured; "Insured? Who the hell can afford insurance?" Mike asks with 
rhetorical fervency. (Oh, I get it, Ms. Grant; get in a swipe at those big, bad insurance companies 
before you work up to your indictment of capitalism and individualism.) Interestingly, my own 
renter's insurance policies in two different states averaged around $70 per year, which Mike 
probably spent on three or four dinners out with the clan. Anyway, Mike and the family are now 
minus one abode. Now what? 

Well, it's into a motel room for a few nights, during which period Mike tears his hair out, 
fights with the wife, and figures out that they have only $700 in the bank. Sam comes "home" to 
report that she couldn't rent the apartment she went to see because the family has "less than half 
of what we need to rent any apartment in this town," what with security deposits and all. 
Landlords take their lumps for their heartlessness and greed at this point in the story -- despite 
the fact that many places can be rented with arrangements to pay deposits over a few weeks or 
months. No such arrangements could exist in Grant's universe, I guess. 

Wait -- It Gets Worse 

It soon becomes apparent that Mike has stalled asking brother Eddie for either money or 
temporary housing because of pride. "I just can't ask him," he snivels to his wife, who, 
amazingly, has not one single relative of her own to approach for assistance. For an 
uncomfortably long while it appeared that Mike would sooner take his frail family onto the mean 
streets than swallow his pride and beseech Eddie for help; after one or two commercial 
cliff-hangers, however, Mike girds himself and asks Eddie for shelter. 

After an indefinite number of days at Eddie's, Mike lands a job; Sam the stalwart spouse 
has, of course, been working all the time. But when Eddie finds out that Sam shopped with food 
stamps at the local grocery store -- thereby besmirching his fair-to-good name, apparently -- he 
causes a big stinky scene, after which Mike and the gang cut out in Eddie's wife's beatup station 
wagon. As they drive off, it should be added, Sam turns down an offer of a modest wad of cash 
from Mrs. Eddie, again demonstrating that pride is more important than a balanced intake from 
the four food groups -- unless, I suppose, the money comes from Society As A Whole, which 
makes accepting it okay. 

The peripatetic family's first stop after driving away from Eddie's ire and his spouse's 
cash stash is the closed-down generic industrial plant where Mike once worked. Mike impresses 
his wife -- and probably all of the central planners in the viewing audience -- by throwing a rock 
at the rusting structure and screaming "It quit me, I didn't quit it!" Oh, boy. 

Sam wails that they don't have enough money for a motel; I wonder where all the wages 
they earned while they shopped with food stamps and stayed rent-free at Eddie's ended up. Oh, 
well. Mike proclaims proudly, "I won't go on welfare." But after ten days at a local campground 
the social service agency books them into a welfare hotel. A few days later, Mike is off "to the 
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South," to find big money and rescue his family from the American capitalist nightmare. 

The film picks up the pace at this point: Sam almost gets raped at the hotel, David turns 
into a crack runner to save money for a new house, Bug descends into pre-pubescent depression 
behind the whole mess, and Mike crawls back home lamenting of the Sun Belt that "it's no better 
there than here." 

But the family is now together again, at any rate, facing the bleakness together with 
populist pride while reclaiming their burned-out apartment building, fashioning a habitable hovel 
in the basement, and taking time out to decry the inhumanity of the free enterprise system, rich 
people, skilled workers, and land owners. The film careens to its climax with Mike telling his 
wife that America doesn't want people like him anymore; ever-faithful, ever-profound Sam 
responds with the expected fortitude, assuring her hubby that "we're not going to go away." 
Yawn. 

Triumph of the Whelps 

I would like to nominate Grant for the Leni Riefenstahl Award for producing the most 
mindless and misleading propaganda film since Triumph of the Will. Riefenstahl, of course, was 
the German actress, writer, cinematographer, and director who brought a whole new dimension 
to propaganda through the creative combination of moving pictures, moving oratory, and moving 
music. Her 1936 paean to Nazism, despite its despicable subject, is a masterly piece of 
filmmaking; Grant's celluloid silliness is hardly a cinematic classic of any kind -- except, 
perhaps, of intellectual pretension, political naivete, and plain old inanity. 


Yet the two films -- Riefenstahl's timeless epic and Grant's trendy tear-jerker -- do have a 
few things in common. They are both long on breast-beating and short on facts; they both push 
emotional buttons while allowing the brain to die of malnutrition; and, most importantly, they 
both ignore the embarrassing questions about their respective subjects. 

But, as you might have expected, I have a few questions for Grant and her buddies: 

¢ Is America to blame for the fact that Mike is both unskilled and only semi-motivated? 
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¢ Should we indict society because Mike bought burgers and flies downtown instead of 
putting such disposable funds toward renter's insurance or investments? 

* Is the free enterprise system faulty because neither Mike nor Sam learned to save 
money? 

¢ Are we to conclude that capitalism is a heartless, uncaring economic philosophy 
because Mike would rather fight with his brother than swallow his pride and machismo to ensure 
his loved ones shelter from the rain? 

Socialist Salesmanship 

This shoddy story is merely the latest in a line of celluloid snow-jobs aimed at persuading 
Americans that the free enterprise system is responsible for homelessness, ignorance, drug 
addiction, and the general slovenliness of the nation's inner cities. Clearly, the makers of this 
film are recommending the nationalization of private businesses, guaranteed government 
paychecks, free housing and medical care, and indemnification against all misfortune. It is also 
quite clear to informed observers, if not the general public, that the makers of this film have 
carried out a disinformation operation as sophisticated as any emanating from the KGB, most 
assuredly as part of the greater campaign to transform the United States of America into a 
socialist satrapy. 

-- ERIK A. JOHNSON 


SINCERELY Great News, If You 
Believe It 


F.R. Duplantier 

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA -- On December 20th, FBI Director William S. Sessions announced 
that organized crime had ceased to exist in the United States. Speaking at a live press conference 
Wednesday morning, Sessions asserted that reputed Mafia kingpin John Gotti, head of the 
Gambino family in New York, had given his personal pledge that all of the mob's criminal 
activities had been abandoned. Gotti, who also appeared at the conference, asserted that the Cosa 
Nostra has in the past few years become nothing more than a fraternal organization analogous to 
the Lions Club. 

The announcement prompted enthusiastic responses from law enforcement officers 
across the country. U.S. Attorney General Dick Thornburgh declared that "this is a great day for 
America!" Chicago Superintendent of Police Leroy Martin, noting that the Windy City is now 
virtually crime-free, made public a proposal to reduce the city's police force by 90 percent. "With 
the Mafia closing up shop, we've pretty much lost our reason for being," Martin commented. 
Chiefs of Police in other major American cities are expected to propose similarly drastic 
cutbacks in manpower. 

During a question-and-answer session following the press conference, mob boss Gotti 
conceded that previous Mafia leaders had erred in placing too much emphasis on criminal 
activities. "We learned the hard way that crime doesn't pay," said Gotti, "so we began 
concentrating our efforts on legitimate business ventures. Of course, some of the old guard were 
reluctant to abandon the methods to which they were accustomed, but I managed to replace most 
of the hardliners who stood in the way of progress." 

FBI Chief Sessions urged members of Congress to work swiftly in preparing a federal aid 
package for the Mafia to offset the organization's losses from discontinued criminal activities. "If 
we don't reward them for their good behavior," he explained, "they may revert to their evil 
ways." 
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Invincible Naivete 

The preceding four paragraphs are a pack of lies. Surely no more than three or four 
readers of this magazine could have gotten this far without recognizing the obvious absurdity of 
this imaginary news event; and no more than 10 or 20, knowing better, could have found 
themselves wanting to believe it anyway. For it simply defies reason to believe that an 
organization devoted to violence and intimidation should suddenly succumb to miraculously 
revivified benevolent instincts. It simply does not make sense to believe that a man who achieved 
his preeminence in such an organization by proving himself more ruthless and more cunning 
than his fellow thugs would risk all that he has fought for by launching a campaign of good will. 
Logic dictates that a tyrant who abandoned his tyrannical ways would soon be displaced by the 
most malicious of the would-be tyrants in his evil entourage. 

And yet, the fanciful scenario outlined above is identical to the one now being presented 
to us by the nation's media -- the only difference being that the role played by our domestic 
gangster is assumed by an international villain. For what is communism but a global mob? And 
what is Mikhail Gorbachev but the world's premier thug? 

If someone had told us a year ago that all of the captive nations of Eastern Europe would 
simultaneously renounce communism and that Gorbachev, rather than crush the rebellions, 
would not merely sit idly by but actively encourage the disintegration of his empire, we would 
have hastened to disabuse the starry-eyed dreamer. Not because we had seen no evidence of such 
a fantastic turn of events (though, of course, at that juncture we had not), but because it would 
not have made sense. Thus, one year later, when "evidence" of dramatic change is all about us, 
we remain unconvinced, for the transformation we are asked to credit as real runs counter to all 
we know of human history and human nature. 

We'll Be Happy to Apologize 

Couldn't Gorbachev be a sincere reformer? Couldn't the changes in Eastern Europe and 
the Soviet Union be genuine? Perhaps, but of the two responses to the amazing events of late -- 
euphoria and skepticism -- only one is fraught with danger. Sure, if the changes are real, joyous 
celebration is in order. On the other hand, if they're all a show, intended to encourage us to let 
down our guard, then the revelers among us are playing right into Gorbachev's hands. 

Skepticism, justified or not, is surely the safer attitude. For, if the changes prove to be 
fraudulent, we will not find ourselves unprepared to face the peril. Should the passage of time 
authenticate the changes, however, no harm will have been done by our abstention from the 
festivities. We may owe Mikhail an apology for questioning his sincerity, but who among us 
would at that point regret having to say we're sorry? 
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